Runner  readies  for  Korea  Olympics 


The  1988  Summer  Olympics  begin  next  September  in  Seoul, 
South  Korea.  Marathon  runner  David  Bishop  (shown  running 
through  a  field  of  flooded  rice  paddies)  is  ready.  Bishop,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  and  an  avid  athlete,  won’t  be  com¬ 
peting  in  the  Olympics  But  he's  leading  other  missionaries 
and  Korean  Baptists  in  a  wide-ranging  effort  to  provide 
ministries  before  and  during  the  Games.  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joan¬ 
na  Pinneo.  (Story  on  page  7.) 
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Penetrating  All  Bgrritri 


Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


The  Baker  episode 


No  matter  how  one  looks  at  it,  the  rape,  and  possibly  severe  fetal  defor-  outstanding  job  in  leading  the  com- 
15  to  15  vote  that  kept  Larry  Baker,  ex-  mity.  Many  commission  members  mission  in  the  six  months  that  he  has 
ecutive  director  of  the  Southern  Bap-  would  accept  only  a  threat  to  the  life  been  the  executive  director.  It  would 
tist  Christian  Life  Commission,  from  of  the  mother.  On  women  in  the  seem  that  following  commission 
being  fired  must  be  viewed  as  a  ministry,  Baker  said  he  feels  God  directives  and  an  excellent  perfor- 
tragedy.  By  all  accounts,  Baker  has  calls  women  just  as  he  does  men.  At  mance  should  be  the  primary 
done  an  excellent  job  since  he  became  least  one  commissioner  changed  the  considerations, 
the  executive  director  in  March.  Then  phrase  to  be  women  in  the  pastorate  We  must  be  grateful  for  the  three 
why  the  effort  to  fire  him?  That  is  dif-  instead  of  women  in  the  ministry,  commission  members  who  voted 
ficult  to  fathom.  However,  the  Home  Mission  Board,  against  Baker  when  he  was  hired  and 

There  were  only  two  reasons  given  now  controlled  by  conservatives,  ap-  who  changed  their  positions  and  voted 
that  he  should  be  fired.  One  was  his  points  women  and  even  ordained  for  him  in  this  instance.  They  said 
position  statements  on  abortion,  women  as  missionaries  in  every  posi-  they  had  watched  him  since  his  elec- 
women  in  ministry, -and  capital  tion  available  except  for  the  pastorate  tion  and  had  appreciated  his  efforts, 
punishment  that  he  made  at  the  time  News  reports  have  not  been  detailed  We  keep  hoping  for  peace,  and  we 
of  his  election.  But  he  was  elected,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  Baker  was  speak-  keep  groping  for  peace  in  the 
he  has  not  allowed  any  personal  view-  ing  of  women  in  pastorates  only  or  a  denomination.  Such  an  overt  effort  as 
points  to  prevent  his  functioning  ac-  broader  ministry  concept,  or  whether  this  to  fire  a  duly  elected  official  who 
cording  to  Christian  Life  Commission  or  not  the  commission  members  were  has  done  well,  however,  does  nothing 
directives.  The  other  reason  given  was  trying  to  narrow  the  larger  ministry  to  advance  the  cause  of  peace, 
that  the  selection  process  when  he  issue  to  pastorates  only,  or  whether  or  For  those  confused  as  to  how  a  16  to 
was  hired  was  flawed.  If  it  were,  not  they  were  opposed  to  women  be-  13  vote  for  his  election  could  become 
however,  that  is  not  Baker’s  fault,  ing  in  any  positions  of  ministry  at  all.  a  15  to  15  tie  in  an  effort  to  fire  him  six 
Again,  he  was  elected.  It  was  a  close  On  capital  punishment,  Baker  said  it  months  later  when  three  of  those  who 

vote,  but  it  was  a  majority  vote,  and  “runs  counter  to  the  Christian  ethic  voted  against  him  changed  their  commission.  And  it  was  Conservative 
he  accepted.  We  cannot  allow  and  the  Christian  gospel.”  votes,  it  must  be  explained  that  the  votes  that  were  switched  that  kept  a 

ourselves  to  be  run  by  minority  Southern  Baptists  may  or  may  not  original  vote  was  cast  along  majority  from  voting  to  fire  Baker, 
opinions.  agree  with  Baker  on  any  one  or  all  conservative-moderate  lines.  In  the  Baker  took  the  position  knowing 

Baker  has  expressed  his  opposition  three  of  those  issues.  Even  commis-  interim,  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  that  his  job  was  tenuous.  Still  there 
to  abortion  with  the  exception  of  a  sion  members  who  voted  against  him,  vention  in  June,  additional  conser-  should  be  no  reason  to  fire  him  after 
threat  to  the  life  of  the  mother,  incest,  however,  noted  that  he  has  done  an  vative  members  were  added' to  the  only  six  months  when  it  is  conceded 


‘THAT  CHRIST  MAY  DWELL  IW  YOUR  HEA.TO 
BY  FAITH  "  —  3?17 


Guest  opinion 


Stewards  in  Mala^ 
and  America 


The  guest  editorial  is  reprinted  Baptists.  have  a  greater  impact  on  Southern 

from  the  July  1987  issue  of  The  Once  again  a  motion  was  made  to  Baptists  than  the  impact  Southern 
Nevada  Baptist.  It  was  written  by  not  hold  the  1989  Southern  Baptist  Baptists  would  have  on  Las  Vegas. 

Nevada  Baptist  Editor  Mike  Convention  in  Las  Vegas.  Such  sugges-  Paul  was  bold  in  his  advancing  the 
McCullough  immediately  after  the  tions  have  been  made  frequently  since  name  of  Christ  to  his  world.  Paul  went 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  June  messengers  in  1983  at  Pittsburgh  to  ‘sin  city’  Corinth,  bringing  the 
in  St.  Louis.  It  has  been  on  the  list  for  voted  to  hold  the  Convention  in  Las  powerful  voice  of  Christianity  to  a  ci- 
reprinting  in  the  BAPTIST  RECORD  Vegas  in  1989.  After  a  lengthy  explana-  ty  that  probably  was  wholly  commit- 
since  that  time.  We  felt  that  everyone  tion  of  what  was  constitutionally  and  ted  to  sin.  Think  of  the  loss  had  he 
needed  to  be  aware  of  the  viewpoints  legally  proper,  messengers  voted  not  feared  the  city  and  its  sin.  His  visit 
presented.  Other  more  dated  material  to  discuss  the  motion  by  a  mere  180  resulted  in  powerful  letters  back  to  the 
has  been  presented  earlier,  but  we  feel  vote  margin.  If  this  vote  is  indicative  church  at  Corinth,  in  which  he  wrote 
that  the  time  has  come  that  this  needs  of  the  feelings  of  Southern  Baptists,  it  the  great  chapter  on  love,  I  Corin- 
to  be  read  as  quickly  as  possible,  is  a  shame  indeed.  thians  13. 

Editor  McCullough  is  a  young  man  The  issue  about  Southern  Baptists  Southern  Baptists  need  to  see  the 
who  has  made  a  very  good  impression  coming,  or  not  coming,  to  Las  Vegas  great  opportunity  of  showing  Las 
since  his  entry  into  the  ranks  of  the  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Vegas  the  kind  of  love  that  Paul  talk- 
editors  of  Southern  Baptist  state  seems  to  be  focused  on  two  areas,  ed  about  in  the  13th  chapter.  They 
papers.  —  Editor  First  of  all,  it  appears  that  many  don’t  need  to  boldly  come  to  a  city  not 

want  to  come  to  Las  Vegas  because  it  ‘wholly  committed  to  sin,’  but  to  a  ci-  task  of  winning  America  and  the 
By  Michael  B.  McCullough  is  a  city  of  open  sin.  One  gentleman  ty  where  over  12,000  Southern  Baptists  world  to  Jesus.  It  means  forgetting 
Southern  Baptists  have  just  con-  expressed  it  this  way  in  a  letter  pro-  in  more  than  30  churches  and  mis-  our  petty  power  plays  and  politics  and 
eluded  the  130th  annual  meeting  of  the  testing  Las  Vegas :  “Las  Vegas  is  a  ci-  sions  are  about  the  task  of  telling  getting  back  to  the  truths  of  the  Word. 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  which  ty  wholly  committed  to  sin.”  It  is  sad  700,000  people  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Perhaps  if  we  as  Christians  would 
met  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  25,607  that  many  feel  the  sin  of  gambling  in  Christ.  And  they  need  to  realize  the  take  II  Chronicles  7:14  to  heart  we 
messengers  from  across  our  conven-  Las  Vegas  is  a  worse  sin  than  what  ex-  tremendous  message  they  could  send  would  be  able  to  see  beyond  the  open- 
tion  gathered  to  discuss  the  business  ists  in  their  own  communities.  The  Bi-  to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  and  other  new  ness  of  sin  and  see  instead  a  lost  and 
at  hand.  A  $140  million  budget  was  ble  does  not  place  value  on  sin.  Sin  is  work  areas:  that  Southern  Baptists  dying  world.  Then  we  would  unite  and 
adopted,  a  president  was  elected,  the  sin.  Such  thinking  is  a  common  fault  are  serious  about  Bold  Mission  practice  the  love  of  I  Corinthians  13. 
Peace  Committee’s  report  was  experienced  by  many  of  us.  God  is  not  Thrust,  and  they  will  march  under  the  May  we  in  Nevada  remain  strong 
adopted ;  and  reports  from  the  pleased  with  sin,  be  it  the  gaming  of  banner  of  our  Lord  right  up  to  the  very  and  faithful  to  our  responsibilities  of 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home  Mis-  Las  Vegas  or  any  illicit  act  or  thought,  gates  of  hell  itself  to  give  all  persons  bringing  about  the  realization  of  Bold 
sion  Board,  and  other  agencies  were  Yet  worse  than  the  placing  of  values  the  opportunity  to  accept  Jesus  as  Mission  Thrust,  beginning  right  here 
all  received.  Yet  one  item  of  business  on  the  *sin’  of  Nevada ’b  gaming  is  the  their  Savior.  in  Nevada,  even  though  others  may 

that  messengers  decided  not  to  apparent  fear  of  many  that  the  en-  It  is  time  that  Southern  Baptists  feel  Las  Vegas  is  100  miles  beyond  the 
discuss  is  of  significance  to  Nevada  vironment  of  worldly  Las  Vegas  would  refocus  their  attention  toward  this  Great  Commission.  —  MBM 


lent  work,  Southern  Baptists  gave 
$9,089,279  for  world  Hunger  relief 
in  1986.  This  is  23  percent  less  than 
the  all  time  record  of  $11.8  million 
in  1985.  These  figures  represent  a 
gift  of  $.63  per  Southern  Baptist  in 
1986  and  of  $.82  per  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  in  1985. 

Southern  Baptists  want  to  do 
more  than  offer  short-term  help  to 
famine-stricken  peoples.  A  good 
example  of  the  best  in  Southern 
Baptist  ministry  may  be  seen  in 
Darrill  and  Judy  Garner,  who 
through  the  Cooperative  Program, 
serve  Christ  among  the  farmers  of 
Malawi. 

The  Garners  relate  that  church 
members  in  Malawi  are  taught  to 
keep  a  basket  in  the  kitchen  so 
that,  whenever  the  women  cook, 
they  can  put  aside  a  handful  of 
cornmeal.  They  take  what  they 
have  accumulated  to  church  each 
Sunday.  This  way,  even  the 
poorest  farm  family  can  practice 
good  stewardship.  As  Southern 
Baptist  agricultural  missionaries 
teach  better  farming  practices, 
the  people  have  more  to  give  and 
have  more  left  over  for  their  own 
use. 

Remember  to  support  the 
Garners  in  prayer  and  giving 
through  the  Cooperative  Program. 


Missionaries  and  their  Christian 
colleagues  minister  with  compas¬ 
sionate  concern  to  unfortunate 
persons  (the  hungry,  thirsty,  lone¬ 
ly,  naked,  and  imprisoned)  in 
foreign  countries.  Refugees  from 
war  and  natural  disasters  present 
a  haunting  picture  in  our  world. 

All  human  needs  programs  of 
relief,  disaster  response,  and  long- 
range  development  projects  are 
integrated  with  ongoing  mis¬ 
sionary  plans  and  work. 

Beyond  this  budgeted  benevo- 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Martha  Chambless,  Oxford;  Fer¬ 
rell  O.  Cork  Jr,  Aberdeen;  Marcus  Finch,  Meridian,  chairman;  Odean 
Puckett,  Natchez';  Gary  Holland,  Pascagoula;  Joel  Haire,  Crystal 
Springs;  Ex  officio,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Jackson,  secretary. 
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The  disciples  determined  .  .  . 
to  send  relief”  for  the  hungry 

(Acts  1  1:29,  RSV) 


Observe  World  Hunger  Day 
October  11,  1987 


Sponsored  by  the  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Appellate  court  rules 

'■ ’  '  >  .  •  *  •  '  *  •» 

in  favor  of  convention 


By  Marv  Knox 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  11th  U.S.  ruled  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  SBC 
Court  of  Appeals  has  upheld  a  lower  Sept.  28.  “We  hold  that  the  First 
court’s  decision  favoring  the  Southern  Amendment  bars  civil  court  resolu- 
Baptist  Convention  and  its  Executive  tion  of  this  controversy,”  Judge  Phyllis 
Committee  in  a  federal  lawsuit.  Kravitch  wrote  on  behalf  of  all  three 
The  suit  was  filed  Dec.  5,  1985,  by  judges, 
four  messengers  to  the  1985  SBC  an-  Both  lower  federal  courts  declined 
nual  meeting  who  claimed  their  rights  to  discuss  the  internal  merits  of  the 
had  been  violated  by  parliamentary  case,  deferring  instead  to  prir.  iples 
rulings  made  concerning  the  election  of  church-state  separation  found  in 
of  the  convention’s  1986  Committee  on  the  First  Amendment. 

Boards,  Commissions  and  Standing  “We  conclude  that  the  district  court 
Committees.  correctly  found  that  civil  court  i  csolu- 

Judge  Robert  Hall  of  the  U.S.  tion  of  this  controversy  would  violate 
District  Court  for  the  Northern  the  First  Amendment,"  the  appeals 
District  of  Georgia  first  ruled  in  the  court’s  decision  says.  “Other  interests 
SBC’s  favor  May  5,  1986.  Plaintiffs  implicated  by  the  controversy  strong- 
Robert  S.  and  Julia  Crowder  of  Birm-  ly  favor  deferring  to  the  decisions  of 
ingham,  Ala. ;  Henry  Cooper  of  Wind-  messengers  at  the  1985  convention  and 
sor,  Mo.;  and  H.  Allen  McCartney  of  the  1985  SBC  Executive  Committee: 
Vero  Beach,  Fla.,  appealed  to  the  11th  —  “First,  the  SBC  provides  its  own 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  Southern  by  almost  $5.9  million,  Bennett  said.  u.S.  Court  of  Appeals.  rules  for  determining  how  the 

Baptists  contributed  $130,345,184  to  That  represents  a  gain  of  4.92  percent,  The  three-judge  panel  in  Atlanta  membership  of  the  Committee  on 

their  Cooperative  Program  budget  compared  to  the  current  U.S.  inflation 
during  the  1986-87  fiscal  year,  an-  rate  of  4.3  percent, 
nounced  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  The  1986-87  Cooperative  Program 
and  treasurer  of  the  convention’s  Ex-  received  the  entire  $126.63  million 
ecutive  Committee.  needed  to  finance  the  first  phase  of  its 

Books  closed  on  the  1986-87  basic  operating  budget,  which  helps 
Cooperative  Program  Sept.  30.  The  fund  19  SBC  agencies,  said  Tim  A. 
overall  Cooperative  Program  goal  Hedquist,  vice  president  for  business 
was  $136  million.  and  finance  of  the  Executive 

The  new  Cooperative  Program  total  Committee, 
surpassed  the  previous  year’s  receipts  Jt  also  paid  $99,617  to  fund  expenses  NASHVILLE  ( BP)  —  A  question  of  U.S.  religious  leaders  who  met  with 

for  the  SBC  Peace  Committee,  which  ecumenical  involvement  bracketed  the  Roman  Catholic  leader  Sept  U  in 
Herbert  Csudill  h§s  ..worked,  to,  settle  the  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex-  Columbia.  S.C.  Bennett  spentabout  20 

.’  theological/pplitical  struggles  within  ecutive  Committee’s  fall  meeting  minutes  telliqg  EC  members  about 
missionary  to  the  14.6-million-member  denomina^  Sept.  21-23  in  Nashville.  that  meetgpg t>ipd  explaining  his 

7  tion.  And  the  budget  also  provided  During  the  early  moments  of  the  reasons  for  >P£tioo-  :. .  . 

Cllba  ClicS  $3,615,567  for  capital  needs,  Hedquist  meeting,  Executive  Committee  Presi-  The  makes vqf /^motion  to  review 

..said...  ^  xr •  dent/TVeasurer  Harold  C.  Bennett  EC  staff  participation  in  ecumenical 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  HerberfCa  infill,  Onfundled  was  $716,801  Tield  over  reported  on  his  recent  visit  with  Pope  events  said  Bennett  was  trapped  In 
a  Southern  Baptist  home  missionary  from  the  1985-86  capital  needs  budget;  John  Paul  II.  (See  a  Baptist  Press  in-  “the  pope’s  PR  extravaganza."  Ken- 
to  Cuba  for  40  years,  died  Sept.  29  in  $5,874,000  in  the  1986-87  capital  needs  terview  in  last  week’s  Baptist  neth  R.  Barnett,  a  pastor  from 
Atlanta.  Caudill,  84,  was  a  native  of  budget ;  and  $3,496,000  in  the  second  Record. )  And  one  of  the  final  items  of  Lakewood,  Colo.,  said  Bennett,  by  vir- 
Clinchport,  Va.  Caudill  was  appointed  phase  of  the  basic  operating  budget,  business  was  a  26-24  vote  to  put  the  tue  of  his  position,  cartnot  act  as  a 
to  Cuba  in  1929,  where  he  was  pastor  which  would  have  been  distributed  to  question  of  the  EC  staff's  ecumenical  private  citizen  at  such  meetings  and 
of  Havana’s  First  Baptist  Church  and  the  19  participating  agencies  in  the  involvement  before  the  committee  maintained  “all  Southern  Baptists 
two  Spa nish-language  churches.  same  proportion  as  they  received  the  next  February.  were  affected”  by  Bennett’s 

(Continued  on  page  11)  first  phase.  Bennett  was  one  of  27  non-Catholic  participation. 


Cooperative  Progr 
tops  $130  million 


Executive  Committee  will  study 
staff  ecumenical  participation 
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Larry  Lewis  discusses  HMB 
policies  with  state  editors 

By  Leisa  Hammett-Goad 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Larry  Lewis  told  continue  discussing  issues  which  although  the  report  states  the 
Baptist  state  newspaper  editors  he  should  be  put  to  rest  when  we  raise  theological  position  of  seminary  pro¬ 
will  uphold  Southern  Baptist  Home  our  hands  and  take  a  vote ....  We  fessors  and  staff  be  determined,  he 
Mission  Board  policies,  even  if  he  per-  have  voted  our  convictions  and  took  another  section,  which  says  the 
sonally  disagrees  with  them.  established  our  policy.  theological  position  of  employees  at 

Lewis,  who  was  in  his  15th  week  as  Now  let’s  go  on  reaching  this  nation  institutions  receiving  SBC  support 
HMB  president  when  the  board  hosted  for  Christ.”  Lewis  said  convention  should  be  determined,  also  as  a 
the  editors  in  Atlanta  Sept.  23-24,  ad-  struggles  have  kept  Southern  Baptists  recommendation, 
ditionally  explained  his  interpretation  from  moving  on  to  other  issues.  He  He  also  noted  Peace  Committee 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  noted  in  1979,  1980  and  1981  the  SBC  Chairman  Charles  Fuller  “made  it 
Peace  Committee  recommendations  took  a  conservative  stance  on  the  clear  that  the  recommendations  were 
and  the  SBC  political  struggle  He  also  authenticity  of  the  Bible :  “I  think  it  meant  to  apply  to  all  agencies,  not  just 
was  questioned  about  board  policies  has  been  the  political  activities  in  re-  seminaries.” 
on  divorce  and  glossolalia  —  both  re-  cent  years  that  have  really  divided  us.  “The  process  of  qualifying 
cent  decisions  —  and  women  in  Grassroots  Southern  Baptists  have  employees  on  doctrinal  bases  is  not 
ministry.  no  real  disagreement  on  the  authori-  anything  new,”  said  Lewis.  “SBC  agen- 

HMB  trustee  committees  studied  ty,  authenticity,  and  veracity  of  the  Bi-  cies  have  always  carefully  scrutiniz- 
divorce  and  glossolalia  and  completed  ble.  Whenever  that  has  been  the  issue  ed  and  qualified  their  employees, 
their  recommendations  before  he  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Some  seminaries  require  faculty 
became  president,  Lewis  said.  He  Baptist  votes  have  overwhelmingly  members  to  publicly  sign  a  statement 
noted  he  is  not  completely  satisfied  affirmed  the  Bible.”  ■  of  faith.  I  guess  the  only  new  aspect 

with  the  final  policy  on  divorce.  Still,  Moving  to  another  issfie  of  con-  of  our  recent  action  would  be  how 
he  said  the  policy  probably  is  the  best  troversy,  Julian  Pentecost,  editor  of  seriously  you  take  the  matter  of  the 
one  possible  and  added  it  matches  the  Virginia  Religious  Herald,  told  Bible  being  truth  without  mixture  of 
Southern  Baptist  majority  beliefs.  Lewi9,  “A  lot  of  Southern  Baptists  are  error  and  how  you  define  that  par- 
The  new  policy  states  divorced  peo-  ■  having  difficulty'  catching  the  fire  in  ticular  concept.” 
pie  rarely  will  be  appointed  dr  approv-  ‘  yo*n*  bongs  fdrstartiflg  churches  when  Lewis  showed  the  editors  a  ques- 
ed  for  HMB  service  unless -their  they  feel  penalized”  by  the  board’s  tionnaire  that  had  been  used  for  the 
divorce  was  based  on  “biblical  •  ra-  decision  last  year  not  ‘to  appoint  past  several  years  and  has  been  ex- 
tionale.”  That  rationale  was  defined  as  women  as  mission  pastors.  panded  to  include  convention 

being  limited  to  adultery  or  fornica-  fr  ^ewis,  said  .  if ,  tl}£  „  ^>oard  ad-  recommendations, 
tion  and  desertion  or  physical  abaft-  miijisteneci  a  policy  appointing  women  Future  missionaries  and  elected 
donment  by  a  spouse.  w,  as  pastors  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  staff  will  be  asked  11  questions  in- 

iOviThepolib^  adopted.  durihg*heJu-  A  wi3^pt$apti?t  grassroots  and  the  eluding  a  testimony  of  the  applicant’s 
ly  29  board  itt&tittg; 'ateo*  sfctSS  ho  practices  of  most  Southern  Baptist  conversion  experience;  beliefs  and 
divorced  individual  will  be  considered  churches.  “We  do  not  have  the  liber-  understanding  about  God,  Jesus,  the 
for  a  pastoral  role  unless  the  divorce  ty  to  administer  policies  contrary  to  inspiration  and  authority  of  the  Bible, 
meets  the  biblical  guidelines  and  the  the  convention,”  he  said,  adding  that  miracles,  and  the  Bible’s  historical 
applicant  has  not  remarried.  in  its  actions,  the  convention  clearly  narratives ;  evangelism  concepts  and 

“I  wish  there  were  some  provision  has  stated  its  views  opposing  women  practices;  and  belief  about  the  Bap- 
for  those  whose  marriages  failed  prior  as  pastors.  tist  Faith  and  Message  Article  I, 

to  their  conversion,”  Lewis  said.  He  “The  issue  is  not  women’s  ordina-  stating  the  Bible  has  “truth,  without 
emphasized  the  board  will  consider  tion,  but  women  serving  as  pastors,  any  mixture  of  error,  for  its  matter.” 
divorced  people  for  missionary  ap-  We  have  several  ordained  women  ser-  Lewis  said  the  questions,  excluding 
pointment  to  other  types  of  service  if  ving  as  missionaries,  but  we  will  not  the  one  about  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
the  divorce  is  determined  to  be  appoint  women  as  mission  pastors.”  Message,  have  been  used  for  several 
biblically  based.  Lewis  said  he  does  not  believe  in  or-  years.  He  added  these  parameters 

Prior  to  1966,  the  board  did  not  ap-  daining  women  as  pastors  or  deacons,  leave  plenty  of  room  for  SBC 
point  divorced  people,  said  Lewis,  ad-  Referring  to  this  and  other  policies,  moderates  and  conservatives, 
ding  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Lewis  said  he  is  responsible  for  and  Jack  Brymer  of  the  Florida  Baptist 
Mission  Board  still  maintains  such  a  would  back  all  board  decisions  since  Witness  told  Lewis  that  Southern  Bap- 
policy.  He  also  noted  divorcees  he  assumed  office  in  June  ‘They  may  tists  perceive  that  he  was  an  HMB 
already  are  serving  on  the  home  mis-  not  be  my  fault,  but  I  stand  behind  presidential  candidate  of  the  conser- 
sion  field  and  will  continue  to  be  ap-  every  policy,  whatever  it  is  and  vative  party, 
pointed  to  non-pastoral  positions.  whether  or  not  it  is  my  opinion,”  he  Lewis  agreed  that  perception  could 
Individuals  applying  for  missionary  said.  exist.  However,  he  said  he  has  not 

status  also  will  be  asked  if  they  prac-  Lewis  and  editors  concluded  their  been  involved  in  the  convention’s  par 
tice  glossolalia,  or  “speaking  in  dialogue  b^ di^ussing  the  new  presi-  tisan  politics.  “I  have  specifically, 
tongues.”  A  new  policy  stated  the  debt’s  interpretation  of  the  Peace  definitely  and  continually  kept  myself 
board  will  not  appoint  a  person  who  Committee  recommendations.  The  apart  from  the  political  activity.  I 
actively  practices  glossolalia.  K‘  day  prior  t6  the  editors’  briefing,  have  stood  very  strongly  as  a  college 
When  the  recommendation  was  Lewis  sent  a'  memorandum  to  HMB  president  and  now  as  board  president, 
presented  to  the  board’s  ad-  elected  staff,  asking  them  to  read  and  behind  a  conservative  doctrinal 
ministrative  committee,  Lav^s.sug  affirm  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  stance  That  is  who  I  am ;  that  is  what 
gested  deleting  the word  statement  and  talk  with,  him  if  they  I  have  been.  But  I  have  not  been  in- 
“charismatic"  because  of  its  ambigui-  Jhaveasy  problems  with  its  contents,  volved  in  those  political  maneuvers.” 
ty.  He  also  recommended ’the  pwfey  A  similar  letter  to  missionaries  and  Lewis  added  that  when  he  was 
be  qualified  by  adding  the  word  missionary  associates  will  be  mailed  pastor  of  Tower  Grove  Church  in  St. 
“publicly.”  The  policy  would  then  have  within  a  few  days,  he  said.  Louis,  he  was  asked  to  be  a  state  coot 

read  that  the  HMB  would  appflinj.  go  ^nfememo  and  not  an  at-  dinator  for  the  conservative  resurgen 

person  who  publicly,  ^actoces  ttmjt  k>  3«el  W  JrVetracize”  cy.  “I  not  only  refused  that  request,  1 
glossolalia.  The  committee  did  take  employees  or  missionaries,  but  they  adamantly  opposed  an  effort  I 
his  suggestion  to  delete  ‘Charismatic”  are  following  the  “clear  directive”  of  thought  would  be  divisive,”  he  said, 
but  did  not  qualify  the  policy  with  the  Peace  Committee,  be  said.  He  said  he  still  is  opposed,  as  presi 

“publicly.”  “How  do  we  know  if  they  dent,  to  being  involved  in  partisan  ef- 

Lewis  told  editors  he  is  ready  to  lay  (employees  and  missionaries)  affirm  forts.  “At  the  Home  Mission  Board,  we 
aside  the  divorce  and  glossolalia  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  if  we  will  not  be  involved  in  the  partisan 
issues  and  continue  with  board  do  not  ask  them?”  he  questioned.  politick  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
business: ‘Tam  anxious  to  get  the  war.  Lewis  explained  he  derived  the  vention,”  he  promised, 
over  so  there  can  be  peace.  I  am  in  a  directive  from  the  total  Peace  Com-  Leisa  Hammett-Goad  writes  for  the 

quandary  about  how  much  we  have  to  mittee  report.  He  acknowledged  that  HMB. 


College  names  auditorium 
in  honor  of  Chester  Swor 
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Harry  E.  Vickery  (left),  trustee  chair¬ 
man,  presents  plaque  to  Chester  E.  Swor. 

CLINTON  —  Mississippi  College 
has  honored  one  of  its  top  am¬ 
bassadors  by  naming  the  auditorium 
in  Nelson  Hall,  main  Administration 
building  on  campus,  the  Chester  E. 
Swor  Auditorium  providing  a  perma¬ 
nent  tribute  to  the  nationally  recogniz¬ 
ed  author  and  religious  counselor. 

The  dedication  ceremony  was  held 
Mon.,  Sept.  28,  as  Swor  was  on  cam¬ 
pus  to  address  students  and  conduct 
counseling  sessions.  Swor  was  sur¬ 


prised  that  the  program  had  been  ar¬ 
ranged  to  honor  him  and  not  for  the 
students  to  hear  him  speak.  He  did  ad¬ 
dress  the  students  on  Wednesday, 
however. 

“This  is  the  greatest  honor  that  has 
come  my  way  on  this  earth,”  said 
Swor  as  he  was  greeted  by  a  standing 
ovation  from  the  student  body  follow¬ 
ing  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

The  sermon  was  delivered  by 
James  W.  Street,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Cleveland,  and  chairman  of 
the  Education  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
Street,  a  Clinton  native  and  a  1962 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  trac¬ 
ed  some  of  the  adversities  affecting 
Swor’s  80  years  of  life. 

Street  quoted  Swor  as  written  in  a 
personal  testimony,  “In  each  of  those 
matters  of  adversity,  much  more  of 
good  has  come  to  me  and  through  me, 
and  much  more  of  good  has  come  to 
other  people,  because  God  re- 
( Continued  on  page  11) 

Next  issue 
will  carry 
CLC  report 

Next  week’s  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record  will  carry  a  report  on  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Christian  Life  Commission  written  by 
Curtis  Caine,  the  Mississippi 
representative  on  the  commission. 


November  2  is  deadline 
for  Centennial  deposit 


Mississippi  WMU  will  charter  three 
buses  and  offer  two  plane  trips  to  the 
WMU  Centennial  Celebration  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  VA.  May  13-14, 1988.  The  buses 
will  depart  from  three  locations  in  the 
state,  making  stops  along  the  way  to 
pick  up  participants. 

Departure  points  will  be  Bates vilie, 
Jackson,  and  Gulfport,  with  stops  in 
Tupelo,  Meridian,  Hattiesburg,  and 
Laurel.  Dates  for  the  bus  trip  are  May 
10-16, 1988.  For  those  riding  the  buses, 
the  cost  breakdown  is  $315  for  a  quad 
room;  $340  triple;  $375  double;  $495 
single 

Those  preferring  to  fly  can  choose 
from  two  options.  The  first  group  will 
leave  Jackson  on  Wednesday,  May  11, 
and  return  on  Sunday,  May  15.  The 
cost  breakdown  for  this  trip  is  $450 
quad;  $465  triple;  $495  double;  $575 


single. 

The  second  group  will  leave 
Jackson  on  Friday,  May  13,  and  return 
to  Jackson  on  Sunday,  May  15.  The 
cost  for  this  trip  is  $395  quad;  $405  tri¬ 
ple;  $420  double  ,  $460  single 

All  prices  include  transportation, 
registration  fee,  entrance  fees,  hotels, 
and  Centennial  Banquet. 

In  order  to  secure  a  place  for  the 
bus  or  plane  trips,  a  $175  deposit  must 
be  paid  by  Nov.  2,  1987,  with  the 
balance  being  due  March  1,  1988.  A 
cancellation  penalty  of  $20  will  be 
charged  anytime  after  enrollment  un¬ 
til  March  10,  1988.  After  March  10,  a 
cancellation  fee  of  $50  will  be  charged. 

Tb  register,  contact  the  State  WMU 
office,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
Telephone  968-3800. 


September  gifts  total  $1,751,533 


September :  giving  I  through'  I  the 
Southerin  Baptist  OooperatrveL  Pro¬ 
gram  by  Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
totaled  $1,751,533,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
director-ti^afurqr  pi  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  BfctaF  Tie  1$B7 
budget,  whieft  goes  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  causes  inside  and  outside  the 
state,  is  $18,150,000. 

The  month’s  giving  makes  the  year’s 
total  at  $13,729,609,  which  is  .86  percent 
over  the  pro  rata  budget  for  January 
through  September  of  $13,612,500.  The 
pro  rata  budget  is  the  amount  need¬ 
ed  on  a  monthly  basis  to  make  the 
year’s  budget. 


-Last  year  by  this  time,  Mississippi 
Baptists  had  given  $13,182,513.  This  is 
a  4.15  percent  increase 
“The  September  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  receipts  have  only  been  eclips¬ 
ed  on  four  other  occasions  and  two  of 
■  thode  were  January  and  April  of  this 
""year.”  said  Kelly.  September  1986  giv¬ 
ing  was  $1,479,091. 

“Some  of  our  churches  are  using 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving  and  they 
are  finding  it  works,”  said  Kelly. 
Planned  Growth  in  giving  is  a  [dan  for 
churches  and  individuals  to  increase 
their  giving  by  a  planned  program. 
“The  churches  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated,”  Kelly  added. 
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Baptist  colleges  team  up 
to  aid  ‘strategic^  nations 

Erich  Bridges 


Public  affairs  funding, 
procedures  study  set 

By  Dan  Marlin 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Leaders  of  26 
Southern  Baptist  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  set  up  the  Cooperative  Services 
International  Educational  Consor¬ 
tium  during  a  meeting  here  Sept.  21 
and  22. 

The  new  consortium  will  offer  the 
combined  educational  resources  of 
Southern  Baptist  higher  education  to 
China  and  perhaps  dozens  of  other 
countries,  said  Lewis  Myers,  director 
of  Cooperative  Services  International, 
who  will  be  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
new  organization. 

Southern  Baptists  formed  CSI  in 
1985  to  provide  services  to  countries 
where  traditional  missionary  work  is 
not  possible. 

The  consortium’s  charter  members 
elected  Daniel  R.  Grant,  president  of 
Ouachita  Baptist  University, 
Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  their  first 
chairman. 

Consortium  members  want  the 
organization  to  function  in  four  ways : 

—  Provide  a  clearinghouse  for  in¬ 
formation  on  educational  needs  and 
opportunities  abroad  and  projects  in¬ 
volving  member  institutions. 

—  Stimulate  the  establishment  of 
educational  programs  in  international 
settings. 


in  developing  and  maintaining  quali¬ 
ty  control  for  all  their  instructional, 
research,  arid  public  service  activities 
abroad. 

^  Cooperatively  meet  educational 
needs  which  cannot  be  met  by  in¬ 
dividual  member  institutions  alone. 

“As  we’ve  interacted  with  the 
representatives  of  government 
bureaus  and  institutions  in  these 
countries,  we’ve  seen  that  one  of  the 
best  ways  to  help  is  through  their 
educational  systems,”  Myers  said.  “It 
will  greatly  strengthen  our  hand  if  we 
could  present  to  these  educational 
authorities  a  ‘collage’  of  Southern 
Baptists’  educational  resources  play¬ 
ing  to  the  strengths  of  each  of  the 
educational  institutions.” 

Myers  envisions  “student  ex¬ 
changes,  faculty  exchanges,  exchange 
of  educational  resources  ...  in  the 
belief  that  as  this  interaction  takes 
place  there  would  be  an  enrichment 
of  all  parties  involved.” 

The  consortium’s  first  project 
already  has  begun.  Officials  at  August 
First  Agricultural  College  in  Urumqi, 
a  city  in  far  northwestern  China,  have 
signed  preliminary  agreements  with 
consortium  representatives  to  form 
the  International  Cooperative 
Graduate  Center  on  their  campus. 


American  and  Chinese  co-directors 
will  oversee  a  program  through  which 
Chinese  students  coming  to  Urumqi 
can  pursue  a  number  of  different 
master’s  degrees  accredited  by  par¬ 
ticipating  Southern  Baptist  colleges 
and  universities.  Cooperative  Services 
International  will  provide  long-term 
faculty  chairmen  and  professors  in 
each  academic  discipline,  along  with 
library,  laboratory,  classroom,  and 
computer  resources.  Participating 
Southern  Baptist  institutions  will  send 
additional  faculty  members  for 
shorter  terms. 

Chinese  officials  at  August  First, 
aided  by  the  provincial  government  of 
Xinjiang  Autonomous  Region,  have 
committed  themselves  to  building 
faculty  housing,  student  dormitories, 
classrooms  and  administrative 
facilities  for  the  graduate  center.  Un¬ 
til  the  new  facilities  are  completed, 
faculty  and  students  will  share  ex¬ 
isting  buildings  with  college. 

Mississippi  College  and  William 
Carey  College  are  among  the  charter 
member  institutions  of  the 
consortium. 

Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 


—  Assist  participating  institutions 

Shultz-Shevardnadze  meeting 
raises  hopes  for  amnesty 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Hopes  for  a 
general  amnesty  for  265  religious 
prisoners  in  the  Soviet  Union  were 
given  a  boost  earlier  this  month  when 
U.S.  Secretary  of  State  George  P. 
Shultz  raised  the  issue  with  Soviet 
Foreign  Minister  Eduard  A. 
Shevardnadze. 

Both  President  Reagan  and  Shultz 
have  said  the  American  secretary  of 
state  brought  up  the  matter  during  a 
three-day  meeting  in  Washington  in 
mid-September.  While  Shevardnadze 
made  no  commitment  to  such  an 
amnesty,  Reagan  and  Shultz  have  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  it  will  be  the  subject  of 
ongoing  discussions  with  the  Soviets. 

In  addition,  two  Baptist  par¬ 
ticipants  in  a  Sept.  10  meeting  with 
Shultz,  during  which  the  amnesty 
issue  was  urged  upon  the  secretary  of 
state,  also  have  expressed  a  similar 
hope  Hie  45-minute  meeting  was  held 
in  Shultz’s  office  on  the.  eve  of 


Shevardnadze’s  visit  to  Washington. 
According  to  the  Baptists  present, 
Shultz  indicated  an  immediate  and 
enthusiastic  eagerness  to  pursue  the 
matter  with  his  Soviet  counterpart. 

Olin  Robison,  president  of  Mid- 
dlebury  College  in  Vermont,  led  the 
three-person  delegation  that  met  with 
Shultz.  He  was  accompanied  by 
James  M.  Dunn,  executive  director  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs,  and  Rabbi  Arthur  Schneier, 
president  of  the  Appeal  of  Conscience 
Foundation  in  New  York  City. 
Robison,  a  lifelong  Baptist,  is  one  of 
the  country’s  acknowledged  experts 
on  the  Soviet  Union.  He  participated 
in  earlier  talks  with  Soviet  leaders 
resulting  in  the  release  of  prisoners  of 
conscience,  including  Baptist  dissi¬ 
dent  Georgi  Vins  and  a  group  of 
Pentecostals. 

v  Dunn  said  that 1 116  of.  the  265 
religious  prisoners  of  conscience  cur¬ 
rently  held  are  Baptists 


He  added  the  Soviets  need  to  move 
beyond  “the  occasional  and  heralded 
release  of  a  few  celebrities”  to  a  new 
policy.  “If  Soviet  leaders  have  a  ge¬ 
nuine  commitment  to  a  new  openness 
and  a  genuine  respect  for  religion  as 
they  are  now  professing,  they  should 
grant  a  blanket  amnesty,”  Dunn  said. 

Dunn  also  called  on  Baptists  “to 
pray  for  the  leaders  of  our  two  nations 
and  for  the  prisoners  themselves  at 
this  most  sensitive  and  delicate  mo¬ 
ment.” 

Shultz  and  Shevardnadze  are 
scheduled  to  meet  again  Oct.  22-23  in 
Moscow.  While  they  are  expected  to 
focus  primarily  on  the  elimination  of 
medium-range  nuclear  weapons  in 
Europe  and  the  anticipated  summit 
meeting  later  this  year  between 
Reagan  and  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  S. 
Gorbachev,  the  pair  also  is  expected 
to  continue  conversations  about  the 
religious  prisoners. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  question 
of  who  gets  $448,400  designated  for 
“public  affairs’’  in  the  1987-88 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Cooperative  Program  allocation 
budget  will  be  studied  by  a  five-person 
committee  appointed  during  the 
September  meeting  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

The  committee,  to  be  chaired  by 
Scott  Humphrey,  a  real  estate  broker 
from  Alexandria,  Va.,  will  study  “the 
details  of  the  funding  of  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs, 
the  funding  of  the  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  and  develop  procedures  to  be 
recommended  for  the  funding.” 

The  question  of  “public  affairs  fund¬ 
ing”  was  handed  to  the  Executive 
Committee  in  late  August  when  the 
reconstituted  SBC  Public  Affairs 
Committee  requested  written 
clarification  of  an  action  at  the  1987 
annual  meeting  of  the  SBC  which 
restructured  and  gave  new  respon¬ 
sibilities  to  the  18-member  PAC„  a 
standing  committee  which  relates  to 
the  BJCPA,  a  coalition  of  nine  Baptist 
bodies  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

The  request  asked  clarification  “as 
to  whether  or  not”  the  intent  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  which  restructured  the  PAC  “was 
that  funds  allocated  for  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee  were  to  be  disburs¬ 
ed  to  that  committee  for  their 
distribution  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs  by  vote”  of 
the  PAC. 

A  special-fact  finding  committee  of 
the  Executive  Committee  spent  a 
year  studying  the  matter  before 
bringing  a  rewritten  bylaw  18  to  the 
1987  SBC  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 
Messengers  overwhelmingly  adopted 
the  bylaw  which  revised  membership 
of  the  PAC,  as  well  as  gave  it  instruc¬ 
tions  to  “work  with”  the  BJCPA,  but 
also  to  “function  as  a  separate  com¬ 
mittee  serving  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.” 

During  the  50-year  history  of  the 
BJCPA,  members  of  the  PAC,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  election  to  that  committee,  have 
been  SBC  representatives  on  the 
BJCPA  board.  Funding  of  the  BJCPA 
has  been  provided  through,  the 
Cooperative  Program  allocation 
budget,  while  funding  for  the  PAC  has 
been  provided  through  the  convention 
operating  budget,  administered  by  the 


Alas!  Many  a  -  child  is  spoiled 
because  you  can’t  spank  two  grand¬ 
mothers.  —  Star  Elberton,  Ga.  - 


Executive  Committee.  Tradit.onally, 
the  PAC  has  met  only  in  conjunction 
with  the  BJCPA,  and  only  in  recent 
years  has  it  met  separately. 

The  matter  was  complicated 
because  the  bylaw  revision  did  not  ad¬ 
dress  the  question  of  funding,  and 
because  the  line  item  in  the  1987-88  CP 
budget  simply  listed  the  $448,400  to  go 
to  “public  affairs.” 

Subcommittee  members  were  told 
they  should  consider  seriously  the 
SBC  constitution  and  bylaws,  as  well 
as  the  program  statement  of  the  PAC 
and  BJCPA,  before  making  a 
decision. 

During  plenary  session  discussion, 
John  Cothran,  a  real  estate  developer 
from  Greenville,  S.C.,  and  chairman 
of  the  program  and  budget  subcom¬ 
mittee,  told  members  he  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  study  the  fund¬ 
ing  and  to  report  back  to  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  in  January  and  to  the  entire 
EC  at  its  Feb.  22-24  meeting. 

Cothran  did  not  publicly  name  the 
committee  members  until  asked  to  do 
so  by  Robert  Goode,  a  pastor  from 
Greensboro,  N.C.  In  addition  to  Hum¬ 
phrey,  members  are  Tommy  Hinson, 
a  pastor  from  West  Memphis,  Ark.;  G 
Ray  Fuller,  a  director  of  associational 
missions  from  Joliet,  Ill.;  James 
Baucom,  a  pastor  from  Martinsville, 
Va.;  and  Ann  Smith,  a  homemaker 
from  Greensboro,  N.C. 

Also  to  serve  with  the  committee  as 
ex-officio  but  voting  members  will  be 
Cothran  and  Executive  Committee 
Chairman  Charles  Sullivan,  a  pastor 
from  Lenoir  City,  Tenn. 

In  a  short  meeting  following  the 
conclusion  of  the  Executive  Commit 
tee  session,  Humphrey  told  Baptist 
Press  the  committee  will  keep  a  nar¬ 
row  focus  and  concentrate  only  on  the 
details  of  the  funding.  The  committee 
scheduled  two  meetings,  both  to  be 
held  in  Nashville,  one  for  Oct.  15-16 
and  the  other  for  Dec.  10-11.  It  also  will 
meet  in  conjunction  with  the  program 
and  budget  subcommittee  meeting 
Jan.  20-22. 

Humphrey  told  Baptist  Press:  “It 
seems  to  me  we  are  dealing  with  two 
groups,  and  we  voted  one  budget.  We 
told  the  two  groups  to  do  a  job,  but  we 
told  them  to  do  it  jointly  and  in¬ 
dependently.  Both  groups  want  some 
of  the  money  or  all  of  the  money.  It 
seems  to  me  we  are  dealing  with  a 
budget  and  financial  management 
problem.” 

CUC  sweeps 
elections 
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Trustees  approve  purchase  of  BSSB  property 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  trustee 
executive  committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  approv¬ 
ed  Sept.  24  the  purchase  of  2.6  acres 
adjoining  the  board’s  downtown  pro¬ 
perty  as  the  first  step  toward  im¬ 
plementing  a  master  properties  plan. 

A  warehouse  formerly  used  as  a 
railroad  freight  building  is  located  on 


the  CSX  Transportation,  Inc.,  proper¬ 
ty  which  adjoins  the  north  end  of  the 
board’s  operations  building.  Purchase 
of  the  property  Sept.  28  at  a  cost  of 
$2,069  million  is  being  paid  for  out  of 
fixed  asset  reserve  funds. 

The  Nashville  Master  Properties 
Plan  approved  by  the  trustees  in 
August  includes  plans  to  expand  the 


operations  building  for  improved 
warehousing  and  distribution  of 
materials  and  move  the  docking  area 
to  the  north  end  of  the  warehouse 
from  its  present  location  on  10th 
Avenue  North,  a  congested  traffic 
area. 

The  plan,  based  on  projected  space 
needs  of  serving  a  denomination  of 


17.5  million  members  by  the  year  2000, 
also  includes  plans  to  purchase  land 
underneath  a  portion  of  the  operations 
building  for  which  the  board  owns  air 
rights  and  a  purchase  option  and  con¬ 
struct  a  multi-story  office-conference 
building  above  the  center  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  building. 


r  o 


least  one  (person)  who  had  indicated 
support  of  him.” 

‘,JHje  commission,  however,  elected 
as  offtde'rs  three  persons  who  vocally 
had  supported  the  dismissal  move. 

Lackey  had  praised  Baker,  but 
noted  he  did  not  support  the  executive 
on  abortion,  capital  punishment  and 
women  in  the  pastorate.  Atchison  had 
made  the  motion  to  dismiss  Baker, 
and  Yakym  said  Baker's  "stated  posi¬ 
tions  are  not  what  I  would  seek  in  a 
man  ...  to  continue  to  lead  us.” 
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Executive  Committee  sets 


Cooperative  Program  goal 
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j  By  Marv  Knot 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  TheSbuthern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  has  proposed  a  $145.6  million 
goal  for  the  denomination’s  1988-89 
Cooperative  Program  unified  budget. 

The  Cooperative  Program  finances 
Southern  Baptist  missionary,  educa¬ 
tional,  '  and  ministry  efforts 
worldwide  It  originates  with  Southern 

Baptists’  individual  gifts  to  their 
churches.  The  churches  pass  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  those  gifts  to  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions,  which  in  turn  pass  on  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  receipts  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  disbursement  to  19 
Baptist  entities. 

The  1988-89  fiscal  year  will  begin 
Oct.  1, 1988,  and  will  end  the  following 
Sept.  30.  The  $145.6  million  goal  will 
be  presented  for  final  approval  to 
messengers  to  the  SBC  annilal 
meeting  next  summer  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  "■  - 

The  Cooperative  Program  goal  is 
divided  into  three  categories.  The 
basic  operating  budget,  phase  I,  is 
$137,610,000  and  will  be  distributed 
among  the  19  entities.  The  capital 
needs  budget  is  $6,899,000  and  will  be 
divided  among  eight  agencies.  The 
basic  operating  budget,  phase  II,  is 
$1,091,000  and,  if  met,-'  will  be 
distributed  among  the  19  entities  in 
the  same  proportion  as  they  rteieived 
phase  I  fundfr  -  — 

The  proposed  budget  is  4  percent 
larger  than  the  1987-88  budget  of  $140 
million.  , 

Executive  Committee  members 
also  voted  to  “receive  as  information” 
the  1988-89  Cooperative  Program 
budget  requests  from  the  19  recipient 
entities. 

Those  requests  —  specifically  for 
the  basic  operating  budget,  phase  I  — 
totalled  $144,671,883. 

The  committee  also  voted  to  “ex- ' 
press  gratitude  for  the  tremendous 
growth  in  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions, 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  Foreign  Missions,  the  Cooperative 
Program,  and  encourage  continued 
strong  support  of  these  programs  for 
missions  and  evangelism.” 

In  another  matter,  the  committee 
responded  to  a  motion  offered  at  the 
1987  SBC  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis 
that  requested  a  10-member  study 
committee  be  formed  to  “study  the 
allocation  formula  for  the  distribution 
of  Cooperative  Program  funds  to  our 
six  seminaries  in  order  to  determine 
the  most  equitable  and  appropriate 
distribution,  taking  into  consideration 
the  geographical  as  well  as  the 
economic  aspects  of  each.” 

The  committee’s  response  noted  the 
institutions  workgroup  of  its  program 
and  budget  subcommittee  is  “the  ap¬ 
propriate  group  to  study  the  allocation 
formula.”  It  requested  that  subcom¬ 
mittee  report  next  September  “con¬ 
cerning  a  formula  which  takes  into 
consideration  the  geographical, 
economic  aspects,  and  other  relevant 
matters  pertaining  to  each  seminary.” 

Dealing  wi“i  another  financial  mat¬ 
ter,  committee  members  requested  its 
business  and  finance  subcommittee  to 
“continue  to  monitor  the  progress  of 
the  (SBC)  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission  under  the  terms  of  the  $10 


million  loan  auBidriiatfon  agreement 
adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee 
Sept.  16-18,  1985.  That  subcommittee 
voted  to  express  concern  to  RTVC 
trustees  that  borrowing  from  con¬ 
tingency  reserve  funds  for  operating 
program  expenditures  is  not  within 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  $10  million 
loan  agreement.” 

That  loan  authorization  was 
granted  to  provide  the  RTVC  with 
funds  to  help  carry  it  through  the  ear¬ 
ly  years  of  its  ACTS  television 
network. 

While  this  matter  was  being 
discussed  in  a  subcommittee  meeting, 
subcommittee  members  voted  6-5  to 
overturn  a  motion  that  stated,  “. .  .  the 
Executive  Committee  strongly  urges 
the  ACTS  network  to  obtain  a  pledge 
to  Southern  Baptists  from  anyone  who 
receives  free  or  reduced  rate  time  on 
the  ACTS  ‘ftetWbrk  not  to  be  a  can¬ 
didate  for  elective  office  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  within 
one  .year  of  his  last  appearance  on 
such  tree  or  reduced-rate  time  on  the 
ACTSqetwdrk  ” 

When  the  RTVQ  issue  came  to  the 
floor  of  the  full  Executive  Committee, 
Paul  Pressler,  a  layman  from 
Houston,  said,  “People  are  wonder¬ 
ing  :  Is  thq  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission/ ACTS  supporting  candidates 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
presidency?” 

He  noted  two  “Baptist  Hour” 
preachers  were  candidates  for  office 
during  the  1987  SBC  annual  meeting. 
Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  North 
Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Church  was  a  can¬ 


didate  for  president,  and  James 
Flamming,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Richmond,  was  a  candidate  for  first 
vice  president. 

“There  is  suspicion,  and  it  must  be 
corrected,”  Pressler  said.  “You  are  do¬ 
ing  a  dangerous  thing  for  Southern 
Baptists  to  give  the  impression,  ac¬ 
curate  or  not,  that  the  ‘Baptist  Hour’ 
is  used  to  promote  presidential  cam¬ 
paigns.” 

RTVC  President  Jimmy  R.  Allen 
said  the  commission  is  “trying  not  to 
have  candidates.  We’re  looking  for 
folks  that  will  preach  the  gospel  with 
commitment  and  skill.”  He  said  “Bap¬ 
tist  Hour”  preachers  are  selected  on 
12-month  rotations,  and  Jackson  and 
Flamming  were  chosen  by  the  com¬ 
mission  to  begin  their  rotations  last 
January,  “six  months  before  the  elec¬ 
tions.” 

Pressler  noted  Jackson  has  told  a 
Texas  group  he  will  allow  himself  to 
be  nominated  for  SBC  president  again 
next  summer  and  asked  Allen,  “Are 
you  going  to  allow  him  to  continue?” 

Allen  responded :  “We  will  finish  the 
rotation.  This  happened  in  the  middle 
of  the  year.  We  will  finish  the  year.” 

Pressler  said  he  would  offer  a  mo¬ 
tion  <hi  the  issue  later  in  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting.  When  that  time 
came,  he  declined  to  do  so,  saying:  “I 
will  leave  it  up  to  the  sensitivity  of  the 
agency  to  see  what  they  do  about  it. 
Because  if  they  are  not  sensitive  to 
this  matter,  it  will  be  detrimental  to 
that  agency.  This  is  not  a  threat;  it  is 
a  matter  of  fact.” 

Marv  Knox  is  feature  editor  for  BP. 


BYW  Retreat  will  be  at 


Camp  Garaywa  in  October 


Whitten 


Kelly 


“Celebrating  .  . .  Past  and  Future” 
will  be  the  theme  for  the  state-wide 
Baptist  Young  Women’s  Retreat  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton,  Oct.  16-17. 
The  retreat  begins  with  registration 
at  5  pirn.,  and  supper  at  6  p.m.,  and 
ends  with  lunch  on  Saturday. 

Speakers  for  the  weekend  include 


Marjorie  Kelly,  author  and  speaker; 
Indy  Whitten,  missionary  to 
Equatorial  Guinea;  and  Beth  Harris, 
promotion  specialist  for  WMU,  SBC. 
The  program  will  also  feature  several 
conferences  on  Saturday  morning. 
Topics  will  include  husband/wife 
relationships,  singleness,  Campus 
BYW,  volunteer  missions,  self¬ 
esteem,  prayer  and  quiet  time,  and 
BYW  ideas.  Music,  worship,  a  camp¬ 
fire,  and  fellowship  will  also  be  a  part 
of  the  weekend  experience. 

Cost  for  the  overnight  retreat  is  $19 
per  person.  Registration  can  be  made 
by  calling  the  WMU  office  in  Jackson 
at  968-3800.  The  deadline  for  register¬ 
ing  is  Oct.  13.  Participants  need  to 
bring  sheets,  towels,  and  personal 
items. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 


Oct  11 
Oct.  12 


World  Hunger  Day  (CAC  Emphasis) 

Single  Adult  Conference;  Colonial  Hills  BC,  Southaven;  7-9  p.m. 

(S SI  r-S  r 


Oct.  13 


Oct.  15 


Oct.  16-17 


Personal  Growth  for  Ministers,  Ministers  Wives  Conference;  FBC, 
McComb;  9  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Single  Adult  Conference ;  Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson ;  7-9  p.m. 
(SS) 

Personal  Growth  for  Ministers/Ministers  Wives  Conference;  N. 
Winona  BC,  Winona;  9  a.m.-3:30  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30a. m.-3:30p.m.  (CT) 
Single  Adult  Conference;  FBC,  Long  Beach;  7-9  p.  m  (SS) 
Baptist  Young  Women  Retreat;  Camp  Garaywa;  5  p.m., 
16th-12:30.,  17th  WMU) 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 

810,000,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 

SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  —  $500.00 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
avaijable  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (404) 
898-7225  or  writing  the  broker-dealer  servicing  bond  issue: 

,  CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
,  •  SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION;  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
53  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

‘f;  Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name 

Address 

City - State _ Zip _ 

C  I  would  like  information  about  placing  my  investment  in  an  IRA  account. 


JERRY  GLOWER 


rWHBAW  ANDWUMOfc 


Meet 

JERRY  CLOWER 
autographing  his 


new  t 

vr  ja 


Life  GverLaughter 


...  in  person  at  Baptist  Book  Store 
Thursday,  October  15— 1 1:00  a.m.-1:00  p.m. 

Jerry  preaches  a  little,  praises  a  little, 
and  sometimes  just  plain  talks  good 
sense  to  you  over  the  back  fence. 
a  a  Come  share  his  wit  and  humorl 
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BAPTIST  BOOK  STORE 

Westland  Plaza 

965  Ellis  Avenue 

Jackson,  MS  (601 )  354-341 7 


Missionaries  gear 


up  for  ’88  Seoul  Olympics 


By  Erich  Bridges 


SEOUL,  South  Korea  (BP)  —  The 
1988  Summer  Olympics  begin  here 
next  September.  Marathon  runner 
David  Bishop  is  ready. 

Bishop,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  and  an  avid  athlete,  won’t  be 
competing  in  the  Olympics.  But  he’s 
leading  other  missionaries  •  and 
Korean  Baptists  in  a  wide-ranging  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  ministries  before  and  1 
during  the  Games,  scheduled  Sept.  17 
-  Oct.  2,  1988. 

Bishop  and  his  colleagues  already 
are  teaching  English  to  staff 
members  of  the  Seoul  Olympic 
Organizing  Committee.  Next  year 
they  hope  to  work  with  the  committee 
as  guides  and  interpreters  during  the 
Olympics.  They  also  hope  to  operate 
a  Christian  hospitality  center  for 
foreign  visitors  near  the  Olympic 
athletes’  village  or  the  main  stadium 
in  Seoul. 

About  25  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  participated  in  the 
English  teaching  clinics  for  Korean 
Olympic  committee  staffers,  which 


began  early  this  year.  Most  of  the 
Koreans  have  studied  English  before 
but  are  sharpening  their  conversa¬ 
tional  skills  as  they  prepare  for  the 
250,000  foreigners  expected  during  the 
Games. 


“It’s  sort  of  a  lifestyle 
witness  opportunity 


“It’s  sort  of  a  lifestyle  witness  op¬ 
portunity  with  the  people  who  are 
planning  to  put  on  the  Olympics,  some 
people  who  are  very  influential  in  the 
country,”  said  Bishop,  a  37-year-old 
native  of  Greenville,  S.C.  “We’ve  gain¬ 
ed  a  trust  level  with  them.  I  really 
believe  they’re  going  to  call  on  us 
more  and  more  for  help  as  we  get 
closer  to  the  Olympics.” 

Park  Seh  Jik,  president  of  the  Seoul 
Olympic  Organizing  Committee,  is  an 


active  Baptist  layman  and  deacon. 

In  July  the  missionaries’  “students” 
staged  an  English  drama  before  about 
2,500  Olympic  workers  and  officials. 
“We  coached  them  in  the  English  pro¬ 
nunciations  and  so  forth,”  Bishop  said. 

The  drama  was  written  to  simulate 
situations  they  will  encounter  during 
the  Olympics,  like  airport  welcoming 
committees  and  checking  in  at  the 
athletes’  village  President  Park  of  the 
organizing  committee  and  other  rank¬ 
ing  officials  were  there  and  seemed 
impressed,  Bishop  reported.  They 
gave  the  Korea  Baptist  Mission  a  let¬ 
ter  of  appreciation  for  their  efforts. 

Koreans  view  the  Olympics  as  an 
historic  opportunity  to  show  the  inter¬ 
national  community  that  South  Korea 
has  emerged  as  a  world-class  nation. 

They’ve  spent  several  billion  dollars 
preparing  for  the  Games.  Officials, 
politicians  and  most  citizens  seem 
determined  to  make  the  event  a  spec¬ 
tacular  success,  despite  the  current 
political  turmoil  and  North  Korea’s 
continuing  threats  and  demands  for 


co-host  status. 

“The  student  demonstrators,  the 
political  parties,  labor  —  they  all 
recognize  that  the  Olympics  have  to 
be  held  here,”  Bishop  said.  “Nobody 
wants  to  hurt  that  possibility.” 


They’re  determined  to 
make  visitors  feel  at  home. 


They’re  also  determined  to  make 
visitors  feel  at  home.  Everyone  from 
taxi  drivers  to  executives  is  studying 
English  and  other  languages  to  make 
it  easier  for  foreigners  in  Seoul.  As  in 
any  Olympics  —  and  especially  on  the 
volatile  peninsula  —  security  is  the 
first  priority.  But  close  behind  is 
communication. 

Many  of  the  missionaries  who  have 
taught  English  to,01ymjpic  workers 
already  have  volunteered  all.  their 
time  during  the  two  weeks,  of  the 


Olympics  to  provide  language  skills  or 
other  services  as  needed.  Others  will 
work  at  the  proposed  Christian 
hospitality  center  if  the  right  site  can 
be  obtained. 

At  the  center,  Bishop  reported, 
ministries  will  include  “just  your 
basic  things  —  distribution  of  tracts, 
offering  crisis  assistance,  maybe 
helping  with  food  and  doing  what 
we’re  doing  in  Jesus’  name” 

Korean  Baptist  churches  and 
associations  also  are  participating  in 
sports-related  ministries  and 
evangelistic  rallies.  The  rallies  usual¬ 
ly  feature  Korean  Christian  athletes, 
including  gold  medal  winners  from 
last  year’s  Asian  Games.  They 
demonstrate  their  skills,  hold  sports 
clinics  or  exhibitions  and  give  their 
Christian  testimonies. 

“The  emphasis  is  that  it’s  exciting 
to  be  an  athlete,  it’s  exciting  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  sports,  but  it’s  not  as  exciting 
as  the  relationship  with  Christ,” 
Bishop  said. 

»  Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the  FMB. 


Peace  Report  4not  creedal 
Committee  chairman  says 


Dan  Martin 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Southern  believe  in  the  trustee  process  and  now  and  Message  statement  on  the  Bible, 
Baptist  Convention  Peace  Comjnittee  that  process  is  to  be  honored  and  it  must  again  be  pointed  out,  we  did 
“did  not  draft  a  creedal  statement,”  given  its  opportunity  to  function.  not  draft  a  creedal  statement, 
nor  is  it  a  “watchdog,”  Charles  Fuller  “We  intend  to  magnify  the  trustee  We  said  the  four  statements  on 
told  members  of  the  SBC  Executive  process  and  wait  upon  the  emergence  scriptural  position  were  examples  of 
Committee  during  their  September  of  its  leadership,”  he  added,  saying  the  dominant  Southern  Baptist  belief.  We 
meeting.  Peace  Committee  probably  will  meet  did  not  intend  them  to  become 

Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Church,  ‘sometime  between  April  25-29,  1988,  creedal.  We  said  what  we  meant,  not 
Roanoke,  Va.,  and  chairman  of  the  dependent  upon  the  availability  of  the  what  some  have  said  we  meant.” 
22-member  group  that  has  studied  the  Peace  Committee  members,  the  agen-  The  four  statements,  included  in  the 
SBC  controversy,  reported  to  the  Ex-  cy  and  institution  presidents  and  the  report,  say  the  Peace  Committee 
ecutive  Committee  on  how  the  com-  trustee  chairpersons  of  those  agencies  “found  that  most  Southern  Baptists 
mittee  plans  to  go  about  its  new  role  and  institutions.”  see  truth  without  ahy  mixture  of  er- 

and  responsibility.  Fuller  said  the  date  will  allow  all  of  ror  for  its  matter,”  as  meaning,  for  ex- 

In  addition  to  hearing  Fuller’s  the  national  entities  of  the  SBC  to  have  ample,  that: 
report,  members  of  the  Executive  met  and  had  time  to  prepare  “a  writ-  ‘1.  They  believe  in  direct  creation 
Committee  also  acted  on  two  other  ten  report ...  to  be  sent  in  ad-  of  mankind  and  therefore  they  believe 
matters  relating  to  the  group:  vance  . . .  regarding  the  progress  and  Adam  and  Eve  were  real  persons.  2. 

—  Adopted  a  report  responding  to  process  of  facilitating  the  recommen-  They  believe  the  named  authors  did 

the  convention  on  the  theological  dations  the  convention  has  adopted.”  indeed  write  the  biblical  books  at- 
stance  of  the  19  employees  of  the  Ex-  geiid  Fuller,  “We  are  not  to  be  a  wat-  tributed  10  111601  by  those  books.  3. 
ecutive  Committee  that  is  the  most  chdog  committee,  and  it  is  our  intent  They  believe  the  mircales  describ- 
specific  response  yet  adopted  by  en-  to  keep  our  spirit  above  that  plane;.  ed  in  Scripture  did  indeed  occur  as 
titles  of  the  SBC  that  have  taken  ac-  he  said  adding  the  “interest  of  peace  supernatural  events  in  history.  4.  They 
tion  on  the  report.  The  action  also  would  not  ^  served  but  rather  might  believe  the  historical  narratives  given 
gives  the  strictest  instructions  to  cur-  be  threatened  if  the  assignment  of  b^  blbbcal  authors  are  indeed  ac- 
rent  employees  of  any  of  the  entities  observing  responses  to  the  report  curate  and  reliable  as  given  by  those 
that  have  responded  were  given  to  a  new  committee  or  to  autbors 

-  Named  Perry  R.  Sanders,  pastor  ^  Executive  Committee  or  given  to  Fuller  said  that  althou8h  “one  sec‘ 

of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  La.,  to  no  one^  opening  an  arena  of  self-  tion  specifically  pertains  to  seminary 
replace  W.  Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  appointment  to  anyone  and  everyone  administrators  and  faculty  members. 
First  Church,  Amarillo,  Ttexas,  -who  whor.  ^fehed"  to  draft  an  unofficial  the  8eneral  thrust  of  the  recommen- 
resigned  after  the  report  was  adopted  evaluation  jfdrj  the  convention  to  datk)n-  regarding  the  building  of 
in  St.  Louis  in  protest  dfcontlnuatioh  dehat«.”  .  future  staffs,  applies  to  all  Southern 

of  tie  committee  ta3tibnito^'lhe  •  ,V10»  »  i  JA  Baptist  agencies  and  entities.” 

responses  of  the  agencies,  and  ap-  Z10®  chairman  also  told  the  Ex-  That  recommendation,  he  pointed 
pointed  David  Maddox,  a  Fullerton,  ®cutive  Committee  the  Peace  Com-  ou^  “put  the  emphasis  upon  the 
Calif.,  land  developer  and  immediate  mlttee  “gave  equal  importance  to  all  building  of  future  staffs  and  faculties, 
past  chairman  of  the  Executive  Cook:  sectipns  of  the  report.  Such  was  clear-  fbe  committee  has  repeatedly  said, 
mittee,  to  replace  William  O.  Crews,  *y  slaled  by  the  chairman  when  he  wjthin  its  deliberations,  and  openly, 
who  resigned  because  he  has  become  lold  lbe  convention  messengers  that  we  do  not  believe  the  solution  to  our 
president  of  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  the  report  section  was  foundational  to  controversy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Mill  Valley,  Calif.  “J®  recommendation  section,  wholesale  dismissal  of  existing  staffs 

He  said  the  committee  "expects  to  V1®*  ' '  was  ****  0080101  ous  conclu-  and  faculties.” 


i  i  oauiq 


80  th  Anniversary 

TEMPLE 

Baptist  Church 

Hattiesburg,  Mississipp 

Share  in  the  Celebration 
Sunday,  October  11,  1987 


8:30  a.m.  -  Worship  with: 

Rev.  L.  Graham  Smith 
Dr.  Kermit  McGregor 

9:30  aiDtiu  -  Bible  Study 

.  ..  r.,  '•  d*iw  .v"-*  ■., 

11:00  a.m.  Worship  with: 

Rev.  L.  Graham  Smith 

Dr.  Harry  L.  Lucenay 

-  <V  tno  ■•'(.  .•-(  t 

Dinner  on  the  Grounds 

1:30  p.m.  -  Old  Fashioned  Sing 
Special  Guest: 

Miss  Kim  McGuffee 
former  Miss  Mississippi 


{1881^011* 

isgnuH  bho  * 

')  HubA.  9(ani£ 

12:15  p.m 


Dr.  Harry  L.  Lucenay,  Pastor 


Baptist  Student  Convention 


_  Mississippi  Baptist  college  students 

to  support 

up  to  approximately  80  of  their  fellow 
W  |B^y  ■“  students  student  missions  and  to 

support  them  with  a  1988  budget  of 

V  ^  ^~~~ v-'l  r  to  $88,000.  The  money  will  be  raised  by 

\  ~ M  ■  the  students  themselves. 

\  jt— -— : — The  annual  Baptist  Student  Conven- 
^  tion.  which  met  at  Broadmoor 

4*  .4  Church.  Jackson,  voted  to  support 

Mississippi  students  in  13  foreign  posi- 

.  ^  fl  tjHHf  tions.  two  in  Canada,  and  35  in  the 

y  )fl|  plus  a  number  other 

l/»  "^■H****  1 1  unassigned  slots  from  the  Foreign  and 

Pictured  is  a  group  of  student  missionaries  who  served  this  past  summer.  From  Home  Mission  Boards, 
left  they  are  Wade  Fulgham  of  MC,  who  served  in  the  Philippines;  Marty  Williams 
of  MSU  who  served  in  Israel;  Lisa  Batson  of  Pearl  River  Junior  College  who  served 

at  Lake  Tahoe,  Calif  ;  and  Melanie  Buntyn  of  Ole  Miss  who  served  in  Nevada.  Said  I 

Wade  of  his  experiences,  “Most  of  the  work  I  saw  God  do  this  summer  was  in  me.  Jig 1 

I  learned  relationships  with  people  are  more  valuable  than  anything  I  learned  |Mk|  I  |i  it  S  « 

to  live  on  less  and  be  more  patient."  Added  Marty,  “You  have  to  give,  but  you  get  f  L|P|i|^r  g&tua&  ™ 

so  much  more  in  return."  Jm  ^ 


Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  told  the  students,  "Anything  God 
wants  you  to  do,  and  dream  God  puts  in 
your  heart ...  my  friend,  you  can  do  it.” 
He  spoke  of  the  “80-year-old  sheepherder 
who  didn’t  even  own  the  sheep  .  .  (who) 
became  one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  all 
times."  He  added  that  whatever  is  ahead, 
“You  can  do  it,  when  you  are  awake  to  the 
fact  God  can  use  you." 


Mack  and  Shayla  Blake  of  Ruston,  La.,  lead  the  singing  at  the  BSU  convention 


Tim  Nicholas  photos 


A  group  from  Mississippi  College  performed  a  theme  interpretation  for  the  con¬ 
vention  directed  by  Marshall  Walker  of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  BSU  director  Weaver 
McCracken  was  host.  At  left  Martha  Simpson  of  Memphis  was  Simon  who  left  the 
church  unchanged  by  God.  At  right  Randy  Youngblood  of  Meadville  was  the  devil 
who  was  defeated  at  the  cross.  Tim  Nicholas  photos 


Chester  Swor  of  Jackson  speaks  with  Ron  Swindall  of  Jones  County  Junior  Col¬ 
lege.  Swor  was  closing  speaker  for  the  BSU  convention.  He  told  students  that  to 
be  good  witnesses,  they  need  to  be  joyously  convinced  Christ  is  the  answer  on  the 
basis  of  your  life  and  mine,  be  concerned  about  our  friends  who  don't  know  Jesus, 
be  consistent  in  our  own  living,  and  be  clean  in  our  living. 


Living  Waters  of  Northwest  Junior  College  performs. 


Melissa  Odom  of  Crossgates 


Thanksgiving  Day  will  be  here  is  sending  me.”  doors  (flanked  by  windows)  on  one 

sooner  than  you  think.  Imagine  hav-  In  an  entirely  different  category  of  side  of  us,  and  a  whole  wall  of  win¬ 
ing  30  people  around  your  table  for  work,  Melissa  Ward  Odom  is  a  writer  dows  on  the  other  side  let  in  lots  of 
lunch!  That’s  what  Melissa  Odom  did  of  children’s  books.  Marjorie  Kelly  light.  Chloe,  the  family  poodle, 
last  year.  Her  husband  is  pastor  of  had  told  me  that  Melissa’s  A  Medal  for  greeted  me  and  then  returned  to  her 
Crossgates  Baptist  Church  near  Bran-  Murphy  has  made  a  hit  across  the  na-  perch  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  rose 
don;  the  two  of  them  invited  church  tion,  so  when  I  was  in  the  Baptist  Book  velvet  chairs  by  the  window.  It’s  a 
members  who  either  had  no  family  or  Store  one  day,  I  bought  a  copy.  It’s  a  cheerful  room ;  I  liked  it. 
who  could  not  gather  with  their  beautiful  book,  published  by  Pelican  “My  greatest  blessing  is  having  a 
families  for  the  holiday  meal.  I’ve  and  illustrated  by  James  Rice,  one  of  godly  husband,”  she  declared.  “My 
always  thought  that  would  be  a  America’s  leading  illustrators  of  life  is  wrapped  up  in  ministering 
wonderful  thing  to  do,  but  never  quite  juvenile  fiction.  Since  it’s  about  a  dog,  together  with  him.”  They  met  in 
have  gotten  the  courage.  the  story  is  right  down  my  alley.  Mur-  Mississippi  College ;  he’s  been  pastor 

phy,  who  begins  as  nobody’s  dog,  at  Crossgates  for  six  years.  She  plays 

>  wl»*  “P  as  the  town  hero!  Two  the  pian“and  the  tio  of  them  sing 

cold  and  bleak,  but  Melissa  visited  the  chi|dre„  the  ^  are  „amed  for  together  A,  chlm.h  she  leaches  llM_ 

womens  prison  in  in  oun  y,  Melissa’s  children,  Aaron  and  children’s  choirs  and  a  women's  Bible  years,”  she  said,  but  just  before  she  Winkle  prayer  retreat,  and  at 
where  she  !S  a  volunteer  chaplain  (see  ^becc*.  study.  met  him  he  had  been  converted  .The  Callaway  Gardens  for  an  adult  choir 

related  story  on  'va® “I  always  liked  to  write,”  she  said.  Melissa  was  born  in  the  Canal  Zone  Holy  Spirit  changed  him  completely,  conference.  Next  summer  she  will 

easy.  It  was  not  something  beautiful  gj,e>s  written  poetry,  and  a  weekly  and  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  a  dramatic  change,”  she  went  on.  speak  at  the  Christian  Booksellers 

to  do,  and  not  something  wanted  to  humorous  column  for  the  Jackson  the  United  States  when  she  was  16.  “The  Lord  knew  we  needed  each  other.  Convention  in  Dallas. 

s  6  if  u  T  i 3  Dai|y  News  and  Clarion-Ledger.  In  Davis  was  born  in  Germany  while  his  and  so  he  put  us  together  at  the  right  While  her  husband  was  in  New 

beca^  I  felt  the  Lord  wanted  me  to  December,  another  of  her  children’s  dad  (from  Wiggins)  was  in  the  time.  If  I  had  met  him  previously  I  Orleans  Seminary,  she  taught  school, 

go.  At  the  prison,  she  talked  that  day  js  COming  out:  No  Regard  military^ service  would  not  have  dated  him.  My  mother  and  is  still  a  substitute  teacher.  One 

w“h*  ^®man  wh0  had  a  Pf0-  Beauregard  and  the  Golden  Rule.  While  she  was  a  member  of  the  Con-  would  have  wanted  me  to  date  “Mr.  year  the  Odoms  did  mission  work  in 
M  Kiite  The  woman  prayed  to  receive  12  Thorngate  Drive,  Crossgates,  tinental  Singers,  she  listened  to  her  BSU.’  ”  Guatemala. 

C  hrist  as  her  Savior.  Aaron  answered  the  doorbell,  and  roommate,  a  Mississippian,  talk  about  Last  week  she  attended  her  I  learned  that  Melissa  is  a  good 

About  being  a  volunteer  chaplain,  then  with  a  smile  and  handclasp  Mississippi  College  so  much  that  she  mother’s  wedding  in  Florida.  Some  listener,  as  a  volunteer  chaplain 

Melissa  says,  “I  never  would  have  Melissa  made  me  fell  immediately  decided  to  go  there.  And  then  she  met  time  ago  her  dad  had  died  of  cancer,  should  be.  Her  blue  eyes  register  an 

chosen  a  prison  as  my  place  of  welcome.  We  sank  down  on  a  couch,  Davis  Odom.  “He  was  the  wildest  one  and  her  mother  married  again.  Her  attitude  of  caring.  She  is  attractive 

ministry,  but  it  is  where  I  feel  the  Lord  striped  in  pale  pastels.  Double  front  at  Mississippi  College  his  first  two  one  sister,  Debbie  Ward,,  lives  in  and  dynamic.  I  soon  dropped  the  role 

Brandon.  of  interviewer  and  felt  that  we  had 

Melissa  also  likes  to  speak.  “I’ll  become  friends.  Before  I  left,  she  ask- 

speak  anywhere!”  she  said.  On  the  ed,  “May  we  pray  together? ’’and  lap- 

subject  of  “How  We  Can  Witness  as  predated  that.  I  could  understand 

Wives  and  Mothers,”  she  has  spoken  why  no  prisoner  she  has  asked  “May 

at  a  prison  conference,  at  a  Van  I  pray  with  you?”  has  ever  said  no 


Melissa  Odom 


“I’ve  never  met  a  prisoner  who 
would  not  let  me  prav  with  her” 


Conservatives  sweep 
CLC  office  election 


“I  don’t  know  a  single  person  ly  Miller  goes  every  day  and  has  “sort  and  on  TV.  One  woman,  68,  commit- 

anywhere  who  cares  about  me  at  all,”  of  adopted”  some  of  the  prisoners  as  ted  murder.  But  many  are  normal 

the  prisoner  said.  “I  don’t  even  know  her  own.  -  people,  just  like  those  you  meet  every 

where  my  parents  are.”  She  had  The  facility  houses  mostly  women,  day,  old  and  young.  This  is  a  whole 

betrayed  them,  and  she  felt  that  they  though  there  are  about  300  men,  some  mission  field  They  are  people  who 

no  longer  cared  for  her.  For  three  of  whose  skills,  such  as  cooking  and  are  hurting.” 
weeks  after  admission  to  the  Rankin  barbering,  are  used  to  help  run  the  she  and  a  partner,  who  enter  the  officers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Chris 
County  correctional  facility,  she  had  prison.  prison  together,  usually  talk  with  two  tian  Life  Commission,  turning  down 

been  in  maximum  security.  For  the  church,  this  ministry  began  prisoners  at  the  time.  They  take  Bap-  nominations  of  three  persons  who  sup 

Home  to  her  was  a  bare  cell,  no  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  when  tist  literature,  and  assist  in  Bible  ported  CL C  Executive  Director  N 

television,  no  books,  little  room  for  Wendy  Hatcher,  prison  chaplain,  ask-  study,  as  well  as  offering  friendship  Larry  Baker. 

personal  belongings.  She  could  ed  if  prisoners,  black  and  white  men,  and  a  listening  ear.  Elected  were  Fred  Lackey,  pastor  oi 

receive  one  small  package  a  month,  could  be  baptized  there,  and  they  said  t  .  .  k_  _om_  First  Church,  Athens,  Ala.,  chairman ; 

inspected  before  it  was  delivered.  yes.  Afterward,  when  some  of  the  men  £  ,  interested  Joe  Atchison>  director  of  missions  ir 

“I  don’t  know  anyone  who  cares  who  had  been  baptized  got  out  of  d-  Th  ,  h  t  h  ,  Rogers,  Ark.,  vice  chairman,  anc 

about  me  at  all.”  That’s  what  she  told  prison  and  moved  to  a  halfway  house,  1  ^  s  A  .  Rudolph  Yakym  Jr  ,  a  stockbrokei 

Melissa  Odom  and  her  partner  when  they  returned  to  Crossgates  to  thank  from  South  Bend,  Ill.,  secretary, 

they  came  to  visit  her.  As  volunteer  the  members  for  what  the  church  had  Some  guards  and  other  prison  All  three  of  those  elected  were  sup 

chaplains,  the  two  listened  as  she  talk-  meant  to  them.  This  beginning  employees  have  asked.  “Why  do  you  porters  of  an  attempt  to  dismiss 
ed,  and  they  prayed  with  her.  brought  the  needs  of  prisoners  to  the  want  to  come  here?”  They  can’t  Baker,  who  had  been  hired  in  January 

Later  Melissa  said,  “I  have  never  congregation’s  attention.  understand  why  she  is  interested  in  1987,  on  a  16-13  vote.  All  three  wen 

met  anyone  in  this  prison  who  would  Groups  from  the  church  have  held  the  welfare  of  the  prisoners.  So,  she  nominated  from  the  floor,  also  by  per 
not  let  me  pray  with  them  no  matter  services  at  the  correctional  facility;  said,  she  has  found  herself  sometimes  sons  who  had  supported  the  firing 


cakes  to  prisoners.  She  and  other 
volunteers  from  Crossgates  Church 
give  their  time  in  this  ministry.  Bever- 


women  imprisoned  in  it,  two  of  them 
on  Death  Row.  “Some  are  hardened 
and  bitter,  like  you  see  in  the  movies 


thing,  something  they  know  they  can 
trust.  After  they  give  you  their  trust, 
you  can’t  let  them  down.” 


committee  also  were  on  record  sup¬ 
porting  Baker.  Nominated,  but  not 
elected,  were  Coy  Privette,  director  of 


board”  and  urged  the  election  of  Gar 
rett  as  vice  chairman  to  “give  him  at 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


etters  to  the  editor  utr  .1  l  .  .^.1  o. _ w 


’’Youth  Night  at  the  Stadium” 

removed.  Secondly,  I  must  say  that  it  There  will  also  be  pre-game  and  verge  on  Mississippi  College,  Satur- 
is  a  sad  day  when  we  as  Christians  do  post-game  activities  for  the  youth,  day,  Oct.  10,  for  the  first  “Youth  Night 
not  have  any  more  conviction  about  us  Priority,  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at  the  Stadium”  sponsored  by  the  Of- 
than  to  be  more  concerned  about  Christian  contemporary  band,  will  fice  of  Admissions, 
whether  we  violate  our  tax-exempt  perform  pre-game  starting  at  6:20 

status  than  if  we  violate  our  cons-  p.m.  Prime  Time,  another  Christian  The  program  will  center  around  the 
ciences  by  not  speaking  out  about  our  contemporary  group,  will  present  a  Choctaw  vs.  Jacksonville  State 
Christian  convictions.  free  concert  immediately  following  University  football  game  set  to  kickoff 

David  Allen,  pastor,  the  football  game  in  the  A.  E.  Wood  at  7  p.m.  in  Robinson-Hale  Stadium. 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church  Coliseum  adjacent  to  the  stadium.  Participants  will  be  admitted  to  the 

Upwards  of  1,000  church  youth  from  Gulf  South  Conference  football  game 
I  certainly  agree  with  you  in  all  in-  across  the  state  are  expected  to  con-  for  just  $2. 
stances  except  for  judging  the  intent 
of  the  seven  members  of  the  Public 

Affairs  Committee.  If  the  men  had  in-  _[\C|JC_FA  l  llOl  ClCcQfll* 
tended  to  convey  only  their  individual 

seven  individual  letters.  But  they  took  says  committee  chairman 

an  official  vote  in  an  official  meeting  " 

of  a  Southern  Baptist  organization.  (Continued  from  page  7)  Peter  Rhea  Jones,  pastor  of  First 

They  intended  to  do  just  what  they  within  the  guidelines  ...  they  should  Church,  Decatur,  Ga.,  as 

did,  and  that  was  to  put  that  organiza-  be  answerable  to  the  trustees  of  the  replacements. 

tion  on  record  as  supporting  the  Bork  entity  they  serve  whether  a  Peace  Maddox  was  elected  without  opposi- 

confirmation.  But,  of  course,  as  you  Comfnittee  had  ever  existed  or  not,”  tion,  but  one  member  opposed  Jones’ 

know,  in  reality  that  was  only  the  he  said.  election  to  the  group. 

seven  men  supporting  the  confirma-  In  its  official  response  to  the  report,  Jones  subsequently  was  not 

tion  because  among  Southern  Bap-  the  Executive  Committee  adopted,  nominated,  but  Sanders,  Ralph  Smith, 

tists  no  group  can  speak  for  the  rest  without  dissenting  vote,  a  statement  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  Church,  Austin, 

°*  us-  —  Editor  which  assures  the  convention  “that  Ttexas,  and  Mrs.  Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo 

the  professional  staff  of  the  Executive  City,  Miss.,  wife  of  the  late  former 
Committee  over  the  years  has  ac-  president  of  the  SBC,  were  nominated, 
cepted  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  After  a  first  vote  eliminated  Mrs. 

HMB  policies  as  adopted  in  1963  as  a  whole  and  Cooper  from  consideration,  subcom- 

R ...  specifically  that  portion  which  ad-  mittee  members  nominated  Sanders 

kaitor.  ,  dresses  the  Scriptures ...”  on  a  divided  vote. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Lonnie  Stewarts  ^  ^  also  requests  ^ 

letter  in  the  Thursday,  Sept.  24,  edition  chairman  and  the  presi. 

af  the  Baptist  Record.  If  the  Home  dent/treasurer  of  the  Executive  Com- 
Mission  Board  restricts  the  appoint-  mittee  to  meet  with  the  SBC  Peace 

rcent  o  d'vorced  persons  and  those  committee  as  scheduled  and  report  to 
*ho  believe  in  speaking  in  tongues,  them  that  ^  staff  of  ^  ExeCutive 

then  we  are  going  to  lose  some  of  our  Committee  continues  to  demonstrate 
5est  and  most  dedicated  missionary  s^ng  commitment  to  the  Bible  and 
personnel.  These  people  in  the  mte-  ^cepti1  without  re^vatjbfa,  the  en- 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers;,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  (601) 
693-4451. 


SUPERIOR  COACH  1976;  32 
passenger,  new  Chevrolet  427  hp 
engine,  AIJison  4  speed  automatic 
transmission,  independent  air  con¬ 
ditioning  (with  own  engine),  power 
steering,  power  brakes,  inside 
overhead  luggage  racks,  sliding 
rectangle  windows,  tinted  glass  all 
around,  full  body/fioor  insulation, 
new  Emeron  paint,  new  tires,  elec¬ 
tric  door  opener,  CB  radio,  cab 
over  with  front  drive.  All  for  only 
$10,000.  Call  (601)  328-5387  or  write 
Tbm  Buckley.  P.  O.  Box  471,  Colum¬ 
bus,  MS  39703. 


FOR  SALE:  USED  MINOLTA  EP 
310  copier,  3  supply  trays,  overhaul¬ 
ed  recently,  $500.00.  Crowder  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Box  156,  Crowder,  MS 
38622;  (601)  326-8339. 


This  letter  arrived  after  I  had  left 
for  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
meeting  in  Nashville  and  thus  did  not 
get  in  last  week’s  issue  of  the  BAP¬ 
TIST  RECORD.  I  felt  that  the  com¬ 
ments  of  the  letter  should  be  available 
to  our  readers  regardless  of  the  status 
of  the  confirmation  hearings.  — 
Editor 


FOR  SALE:  “SHARECROPPING 
IN  LEAKE  COUNTY,  Mississippi 
Beat  Five”  by  Marvin  E.  Taylor, 
native  Leake  Countian  being 
warmly  received,  required  a  se¬ 
cond  printing.  Available  now  in 
hardcover,  copyrighted,  $15.00 
postpaid,  Marvin  E.  Taylor,  Rt.  2, 
Box  105.  Hamilton,  MS  39746. 


Bible  reading 

Editor: 

I  believe  a  lot  of  people  are  "short 
changing”  themselves!  They  ap¬ 
parently  are  not  getting  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  out  of  life.  I  could  be  wrong,  but 
every  person  must  decide  for  himself. 
For  instance,  there  is  a  lot  of  good 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Complete  funeral  and 
casket  —  $895.00.  We  serve  entire 
state.  CaU  (Ml)  3M-«5«S  or  write: 
103  W.  Northside  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS 
39206. 


1 


Executive  Committee  will  study 
staff  ecumenical  participation 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
meaningful  dialogue,”  he  said. 

In  other  matters,  committee 
members: 

—  Expressed  opposition  to  “the 
practice  of  hotels  and  motels  which  of¬ 
fer  sexually  explicit  in-room  movies 
to  their  guests.”  The  measure  was  ap¬ 
proved  in  response  to  a  motion 
presented  at  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
this  summer  in  St.  Louis  that  re¬ 
quested  leadership  in  “a  nationwide 
boycott  of  Holiday  Inns,  Inc.,  because 
of  their  involvement  in  the  por¬ 
nography  industry.” 

Members  of  a  subcommittee  that 
studied  the  issue  learned  Holiday  Inn 
was  not  named  in  the  statement 
because  of  the  potential  for  a  lawsuit, 
since  not  all  Holiday  Inn  facilities  of¬ 
fer  sexually  explicit  movies.  However, 
the  EC  statement  also  affirmed  the 
“Resolution  on  Pornography”  that 
was  passed  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting 
that  said  the  “Holiday  Inn  chain  is  the 
largest  offender”  of  offering  in-room 
sexually  explicit  movies. 

—  Authorized  Bennett,  in  his 
capacity  as  EC  president  and 
treasurer,  to  take  the  “Crowder 
lawsuit”  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  if 
necessary.  The  suit  was  fijed  Dec.  5, 
1985,  by  four  messengers  to  the  1985 
SBC  annual  meeting  who  said  their 
rights  had  been  violated  by  nilings 
made  concerning  the  election  of  the 
1986  Committee  on  Boards,  Commis¬ 
sions  and  Standing  Committees. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Robert  Hall 
decided  in  favor  of  the  SBC  and  the 
Executive  Committee  May  5, 1986,  in 
the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Nor¬ 
thern  District  of  Georgia.  The  plain¬ 
tiffs  —  Robert  S.  and  Julia  Crowder 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Henry  Cooper 
of  Windsor,  Ma ;  and  H.  Allen  McCart¬ 
ney  of  Vero  Beach,  Fla.  —  have  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  11th  U.S.  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  where  oral  arguments  were 
made  May  27. 

Bennett  reported  the  committee  has 
spent  about  $185,000  on  the  case. 

—  Voted  to  print  the  1987  SBC  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  minority  report 
to  the  convention’s  annual  meeting  in 
the  1988  SBC  Annual.  The  action 
followed  an  SBC  motion  that  the 
minority  report  —  made  by  12  of  31 
CLC  commissioners  —  be  printed  in 
the  1987  SBC  Annual. 

However,  the  minority  report  was 
not  included  in  the  1987  book  “because 
the  copy  for  the  Annual  was  sent  to 
press  prior  to  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Committee.”  SBC 
Recording  Secretary  Martin  Bradley 
of  Nashville  reported  he  noted  the 
minority  report  among  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  1987  SBC  meeting:  “I 


attempted  to  maintain  consistency  in 
the  way  the  business  matter  was 
reported  ....  I  picked  up  what  I 
believed  to  be  the  essence  of  the 
report”  / 

Arguing  in  favor  of  including  the 
text  of  the  report  in  the  next  Annual, 
SBC  President  Adrian  P.  Rogers  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  said:  “The  conven¬ 
tion  did  vote  to  hear  the  minority 
report.  It  did  happen.  This  needs  to  be 
a  matter  of  record.” 

—  Proposed  a  bylaw  revision  regard¬ 
ing  the  SBC  parliamentarian.  The 
current  bylaw  11,  “Parliamentary 
Authority,”  merely  notes  “Robert’s 
Rules  of  Order”  (latest  revised  edi¬ 
tion)  is  the  SBC  parliamentary 
authority. 

The  proposed  revision  renames  the 
bylaw  “Parliamentary  Authority  and 
Parliamentarians.”  It  states,  “The 
convention  president,  in  conference 
with  the  vice  presidents,  shall  select 
a  chief  parliamentarian  and  assistant 
parliamentarians,  as  necessary,  to  ad¬ 
vise  the  presiding  officers  of  the  con¬ 
vention  on  matters  of  parliamentary 
procedure.” 

—  Asked  the  administrative  and 
convention  arrangements  subcom¬ 
mittee  to  re-examine  its  request  to 
amend  the  policy  on  exhibits  at  SBC 
annual  meetings  to  allow  exemptions 
for  non-affiliated  but  predominantly 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  The 
original  request  would  have  allowed 
Luther  Rice  Seminary,  Criswell 
Center  for  Biblical  Studies,  and  Mid- 
America  Seminary  to  operate  exhibit 
booths  at  SBC  annual  meetings. 

But  EC  members  voted  40-20  to  send 
the  request  back  to  committee  for  fur¬ 
ther  study.  Included  in  that  measure 
was  a  proviso  ensuring  those  three 
schools  exhibit  space  at  the  1988  SBC 
annual  meeting,  if  the  policy  change 
is  approved.  The  proviso  was  offered 
because  the  exhibit  reservation’s 
November  deadline  comes  before  the 
next  EC  meeting  in  February. 

Two  SBC  agency  heads  spoke 
against  a  policy  change.  Arthur 
Walker  of  the  Education  Commission 
cited  a  potential  for  lawsuits  by  poten¬ 
tial  exhibitors  who  might  be  turned 
down.  Lloyd  Elder  of  the  Sunday 
School  Board  said  the  “larger  issue” 
is  a  question  of  whether  the  SBC  is  go¬ 
ing  to  take  a  societal  or  convention  ap¬ 
proach  to  its  work.  He  also  warned  a 
change  would  mean  the  convention 
would  be  ‘Inundated  by  30  publishers" 
who  also  would  want  exhibit  space. 

EC  member  Paul  Pressler,  a 
Houston  judge,  countered  tnat 
lawsuits,  a  societal  approach,  and 
other  publishers  “have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  issue. 


The  issue  is  three  schools’  right  to 
have  a  booth  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.” 

—  Accepted  a  report  from  the  EC 
public  relations  workgroup  that  the 
seven-member  panel  “is  studying  the 
Baptist  Press  news  releases  from 
April  1,  1987  to  Feb.  1,  1988,  to  deter¬ 
mine  balance  in  the  news  releases.” 
Workgroup  Chairman  Julian  Motley, 
pastor  from  Durham,  N.C.,  said  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  study  “is  not  to  imply 
any  imbalance  but  to  address  a  con¬ 
cern  held  by  many  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

In  another  move  related  to  the 
denominational  news  service,  EC 
members  responded  to  an  SBC  motion 
calling  for  a  new  study  of  the  Baptist 
Press  structure.  Their  recommenda¬ 
tion  noted  “conclusions  derived  from 
a  study  of  the  structure  of  Baptist 
Press  in  1982  are  still  considered  valid, 
and  ...  an  additional  study  should  not 
be  made.” 

EC  members  also  approved  a  mo¬ 
tion  instructing  the  Baptist  Press  staff 
to  send  members  all  Baptist  Press 
releases. 

—  Heard  a  challenge  from  SBC 
President  Rogers  urging  Southern 
Baptists  to  end  their  bitterness  toward 
one  another.  The  pastor  of  Bellevue 
Church,  Memphis,  said  he  perceives 
bitterness  as  a  “very  real  problem  in 
Southern  Baptist  life”  in  the  wake  of 
the  convention’s  theological/political 
struggle. 

He  called  for  Southern  Baptists  to 
remove  bitterness  through  repent¬ 
ance.  He  also  urged  them  to  hold  true 
to  their  convictions :  “Let’s  contend  for 
what  we  believe.  Let’s  be  strong.  Let’s 
be  courageous.  But  God  forbid  that  we 
have  any  bitterness  or  hostility.  God 
cannot  bless  us  if  we  do.” 

Also  contributing  to  this  article 
were  Dan  Martin  of  the  Baptist  Press 
central  office,  Lonnie  Wilkey  of  the 
Education  Commission,  and  Karen 
Benson  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union. 


College  names 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
arranged  my  plans  and  disappointed 
my  hopes  for  better  plans  and  wiser 
hopes  I  thank  God  so  often  now  for  his 
wise  ministry  through  what  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  frustrating  disappoint¬ 
ments.” 

Swor,  a  1929  graduate  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  and  recognized  as  Alumnus 
of  the  Year  in  1967,  has  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  campus  for  convocations 
and  counseling  sessions.  His  love  for 
the  institution  has  been  long  standing. 


file  suit  against  Lottery  Commission 


Missouri  Baptists 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  - 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
legislative  consultant  Bart  Tichenor 
has  filed  suit  against  the  Missouri 
State  Lottery  Commission. 

The  suit  charges  that  “participation 
by  the  State  Lottery  Commission  in 
the  multi-state  lottery  ‘Lotto 
America’ ...  is  in  violation  of  public 
policy,  Missouri  law  and  the  Missouri 
Constitution.” 


The  suit  was  filed  Sept.  25  ih  Cole 
County  Circuit  Court  a  rew  hours  after 
the  state’s  three-member  lottery  com¬ 
mission  voted  to  include  Missouri  in 
a  multi-state  lottery  currently  being 
organized.  Iowa,  Kansas,  Oregon, 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  already  have  joined  the  multi¬ 
state  effort. 

Compliance  with  constitutional 
restrictions  is  a  concern  in  Tichenor’s 


case.  Insisting  that  the  state  constitu¬ 
tion  prohibits  the  lottery  commission 
from  joining  or  participating  in  a 
multi-state  lottery,  the  suit  notes  the 
term  “Missouri  State  Lottery”  is  us¬ 
ed  eight  times  and  the  term  “state  lot¬ 
tery”  is  used  11  times  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  ‘The  term  ’multi-state  lottery,” 
Tichenor’s  argument  continues,  “is 
totally  absent  from  the  Missouri  Con¬ 
stitution.” 
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Appellate  Court  rules  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
sidered  in  such  a  civil  suit. 

—  “Finally,  appellants’  interest  in 
obtaining  a  civil  court  forum  is  in¬ 
substantial,”  the  decision  says.  It 
points  out  the  plaintiffs  “received  a 
hearing  and  decision  on  their  claims” 
before  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  the  court  terms  “the  highest 
SBC  tribunal.” 

“Moreover,  appellants  have  made 
no  allegation  of  fraud  or  collusion,” 
the  statement  adds. 

The  plaintiffs  have  20  days  from  the 


Herbert  Caudill 
missionary,  dies 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

He  later  taught  at  the  Baptist 
seminary  in  Havana  and  in  1947 
became  superintendent  of  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  work  in 
Cuba. 

In  1965,  after  Fidel  Castro  became 
premier  of  Cuba,  Caudill  and  his  mis¬ 
sionary  son-in-law,  David  Fite,  were 
imprisoned  and  accused  of  illegal  cur¬ 
rency  exchange.  Caudill  was  given  a 
10-year  sentence  but  was  released  20 
months  later  due  to  failing  eyesight. 

He  received  treatment  and  remain¬ 
ed  in  Cuba  with  his  wife  and  daugther 
until  Fite  was  released  in  1969.  The 
Caudills  then  retired  in  Atlanta. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marjorie, 
and  his  children,  Jane  Pringle,  a 
home  misssionary  with  her  husband 
in  New  Orleans;  Herbert  Caudill,  a 
foreign  missionary  in  Ecuador  with 
his  wife;  and  Margaret  Fife  who  lives 
in  Fort  Worth,  'Itexas,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  teaches  at  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

Help  from 
Scott  County 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
support  for  one  year.  Our  state  con¬ 
vention  paid  rent  and  utilities  on  a 
small  community  wash  house  to  begin 
in;  and  church  builders  from  Synder, 
Texas,  supplied  leaders,  T.  D.  Up¬ 
shaw  ;  Department  of  Missions,  labor ; 
along  with  several  others  donating 
labor.  Last,  but  not  least,  donations  of 
labor  and  money  from  our  own  group 
here  did  what  they  could. 

After  several  attempts  over  these 
past  20  years  to  no  avail,  through 
Brother  Carlisle,  T  D.  Upshaw  and 
others,  we  have  a  lovely  church.  Our 
Sunday  School  enrollment  is  60.  We 
had  41  in  Sunday  School  and  56  in 
preaching  service  and  one  decision 
last  Sunday.  With  each  one  doing 
things  together,  much  can  be  ac¬ 
complished.  My  friends,  this  is 
missions. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  sincere 
‘thank  you”  to  Brother  Carlisle  and 
the  superior  work  that  he  and  his 
associates  have  and  are  continuing  to 
do. 

“To  God  Be  The  Glory” 
Julius  Ellis,  pastor 
Eastside  Baptist  Church 
Great  Bend,  Kan. 


time  the  appeals  court  delivered  its 
decision  to  apply  for  a  rehearing  of 
the  case  before  that  court.  The  next 
step  up  the  judicial  ladder  is  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

- TN 
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How  To  Build 
The  Facilities 
Your  Church 
NEEDS  NOW!  . 

•  Land  Acquisition  —  remodeling 
new  buildings 

•  Budgeted  Fixed  Rate 
Financing  up  to  15  years 

Call  toll  fvoa  1-800-423-4964* 
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Henry  W.  Holifield 
President 

Church  Finance,  Inc. 

419  So.  State  St.  /  Jackson,  MS  39205 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
Internationally  known  specialists'' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
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Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Gas  gives  you  more  for  your  money 


steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
Van  Winkle  stained  glass,  carpel. 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1  800-624-9627 

Wa  remodal  A  paint 


BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Missionary’s 
mother  dies 


First  Church,  Hazlehurst  has  call-  David  Grayson  has  accepted  a  call 
ed  Jeffrey  Swedenburg  as  minister  of  as  pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  Church, 
education.  He  is  moving  from  Greene  County. 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  and  is  a  recent 

graduate  of  Southern  Seminary.  Avera  Church,  Greene  County,  has 

Robert  M.  Hanvey  is  pastor.  called  Paul  Crocker  as  pastor. 

Phil  Mullens  is  the  new  pastor  and  Byron  McMullenis  the  new  pastor 
Roland  Dear  is  the  new  song  leader  of  Dry  CreekrChurch,  Winston  County. 

at  Gatesville  Church,  Crystal  Springs.  Highland,  Meridian,  has  called 

James  F.  Brannon  as  pastor.  He  is  to 
James  McNally  has  resigned  as  begin  his  ministry  there  on  Nov.  1.  Jim 
pastor  of  Singleton  Church,  Winston  and  Sandy  Brannon  are  Mississip- 
County.  pians  who  have  been  serving  in  other 

j  areas  of  the  U.S.  They  will  move  to 

Suzy  Valentine  has  been  called  as  Meridian  from  the  Mississippi  Avenue 
youth  director  at  First  Church,  Baptist  Church,  Aurora,  Colorado, 
Calhoun  City.  She  will  serve  part  time  where  he  has  been  pastor  for  ten 
until  the  spring  of  1988,  and  then  will  years.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
serve  full  time  during  the  summer  children,  a  daughter,  Tracy,  and  a  son, 
months.  Jason. 


Mrs.  Velma  Eddleman  Whitten,  89, 
of  Weir,  died  Sept.  27  at  Clay  County 
Medical  Center  in  West  Point.  Ser¬ 
vices  were  held  Sept.  29  at  10  a.m.  at 
Weir  Baptist  Church,  where  Mrs. 
Whitten  was  a  member. 

Survivors  include  three  sons,  Paul 
Whitten  of  Anniston,  Ala.;  Charles 
Whitten  of  Jackson;  and  W.  A.  Whit¬ 
ten  Jr.  of  McLean,  Va.;  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Kate  Mauldin  of  Wiggins  and 
Mrs.  Virgie  Adams  of  West  Point ;  one 
brother,  Howard  Eddleman  of  Patter¬ 
son,  La.;  seven  grandchildren;  and  18 
great-grandchildren. 

Charles  Whitten,  who  retired  at  the 
end  of  September  as  a  missionary  to 
Equatorial  Guinea,  may  be  address¬ 
ed  at  137  Melrose  Drive,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39211. 


Senior  Citizens  of  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia,  were  honored  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service.  They  received  gifts  from  different  classes  and  mission  organiza¬ 
tions.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Joe  and  Mattie  Renna,  Annie  Copeland,  Addie  White, 
Exie  Breedlove,  Necie  Parker,  Jo  Creekmore,  Mavis  White,  Flora  Thomas,  and  Hubert 
Killen. 


New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
CONTINUING  EDUCATION  EVENTS 

October  1987  -  January  1988 
Oct.  6-8  Ministering  to  the  Deaf  Congregation 

Oct.  19  Discussion  on  the  Atonement  (Fisher  Humphreys  and  Paige 

Patterson) 

Oct.  26  January  Bible  Study  Preview  (Maiachi) 

Oct.  26-29  Church  Secretaries  Conference 
Oct.  29-31  Parenting  by  Grace 
Dec.  10-11  Revival  Training  Seminar 

Jan.  4-7  Music  Symposium 

Jan.  12-13  Personal  Growth  and  Dynamics  for  Min.  of  Ed. 

Jan.  29  Sharing  Ministry  with  Volunteers 


'Garbage  Pail  Kids’  trashed 

NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  “Gar-  cards  feature  ill  or  disfigured 
bage  Pail  Kids,”  a  cartoon  show  bas-  children,  such  as  “Brenda  Blender”  Mt.  Pisgah  (Tallahatchie) :  Oct.  11, 
ed  on  a  series  of  gross  bubble-gum  who  is  shown  being  chopped  to  pieces  99th  anniversary;  H.  J.  Barnes, 
cards  marketed  by  Topps  Chewing  in  a  bloody  food  processor.  “These  former  pastor,  speaker;  dinner  on  the 
Gum,  Inc.,  has  been  trashed  by  CBS  cards  are  sick,”  said  Wildmon,  in  a  grounds;  worship  and  gospel  singing 
television,  days  before  it  was  to  have  letter  to  his  supporters.  “The  fact  that  in  afternoon  service;  preparations 
aired  on  the  network’s  new  Saturday  CBS  is  willing  to  endorse  them  via  a  will  be  made  for  100th  celebration  , 
morning  schedule.  CBS  spokesperson  Saturday  morning  cartoon  series  is  Aubry  Martin,  pastor. 

Janet  Storm  acknowledged  that  the  even  more  sick.  Finding  sponsors  for  N  .  Snndav 

program  was  targeted  by  “a  variety  this  sickness  is  creating  problems  for  h  j  10  a  m  .  morninB  service.  U 
of  concerned  pressure  groups”  but  in-  CBS  ”  fm^nce  e’  WirStom  jT^Sior 

^*nal  decision  was  an  mefffD^iBinembenitocon-  c^sSlsprings',  ^uest 

internal  one.  tact  CBS  protesting  the  program,  and  SD^ker .  dimM;r  0n  the  grounds  12 

Storm  explained,  “Everyone  had  also  contracted  potential  sponsors  of  special  music  after  lunch,  Union 
the  best  intentions  to  translate  the  ^rbage  Pail  Kids  to  iu^e  them  to  singers^  Mrs.  Van  Windom,  Mr.  and 
cards  into  a  program  meeting  our  their  w^rt.  Wldmon  said  Mrs  Carlton  Brown,  and  Nola 

standards  and  fitting  into  our  RJR.^.ab?f5°,Jl,cD!>nfJd1®  and  ®“*'  singers;  Clayton  Hart,  pastor, 
schedule,  but  it  didn’t  work  ’  &  S™,th  (Crayola)  told  him  they  J  f 

.  had  no  plans  to  sponsor  the  series,  and  Mt.  Vernon  (Leflore):  Oct.  11;  wor- 

Donald  Wildmon,  the  United  CBS  affiliates  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  ship  services,  11a.m.;  guest  speaker, 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  indicated  they  would  Billy  Bob  Guest;  lunch  served  at  noon 
National  Federation  for  Decency  ^  ajj.  u,e  program  followed  by  special  music  in  the  after- 

<  NFD) ,  believes  that  his  organization  wildmon  said  the  NFD’s  efforts  noon;  Larry  McDaniel,  pastor. 

“tT™  against  the  program  have  not  been  New  Good  Hope,  Pulaski:  Oct.  11; 
groujK  cited  by  Storm.  To  my  acknowledged  by  CBS.  “They  never  io  a.m.,  Bob  Smith,  guest  speaker 

W0Uld’” ** explains  “We’d cBe before  dinner  in  fellowship  hall ;  afternoon 

lo.ofhelpfZouSL?p^ple  wfg«  Rendons 

~ 

putting  any  pressure  on  CBS  directly  Kids”  was  successful  “To  mv  homecoming  and  deration  of  new 

like  this  ”  ..  Sunday  School  annex,  debt  free;  Sun- 

P»il  Wri,  nn  ?“  “  ^  day  School  goal  is  150;  Vance  Dyess, 

a,pr0gram  first  pastor,  message ;  noon  meal  serv- 
which  the  program  was  based  are  before  it  s  aired  because  of  response  ^  i n  fell owshi n  tall  H  J  Bennett 
controversial,  and  several  stores  from  the  public.  I  think  it’s  a  great  P  ’  Bennett, 

have  refused  to  sell  the  cards.  The  victory  for  America’s  children.” 

~  Holly  Spring  (Marion):  Oct.  11; 

0  /  J  /  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship  ser- 

- /KevtwzZ  /yaZej - ^  2TZ 

Walker  Hill,  Brandon:  Oct.  11-14;  p.m.;  Malcolm  Pinion,  pastor,  grounds iwith  singing  m  the  afternoon; 

services,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.  Sunday  and  Lakeside,  Leland,  evangelist;  James  L  Yates.  pastor 
7:30  p.m.  Mon.-Wed.,  Bobby  William-  Pineview  is  located  at  the  north  end  Oak  Grove  (Holmes):  Oct.  11'  ser 
son,  pastor,  Park  Place,  Brandon,  of  Paul  B.  Johnson  State  Park;  Paul  vices.  11  a  m  •  dinner  on  the  urnunds 
evangelist;  Robert  Sparks,  music  Blanchard,  pastor  S  ^oo  ^fteTZ, 

director,  Puckett,  music ;  Walker  Hill  featuring  Oak  Grove  Gospel  Singers, 

is  located  seven  miles  south  of  Bran-  Pine  Crest,  Plantation  Shores,  and  Qak  Grove  Juniors  Maxwell 
don,  on  Shell  Oil  Road;  Bernard  Nail,  Florence:  Oct.  11-16;  7  pm.;  Ed  Price,  former  pastor  now  living  in 
pastor.  McDaniel,  speaker;  Don  Williams,  Miz^  speaker;  Gaze  Hynum,  pastor 

Macedonia  Lauderdale:  Oct.  9-11;  P®s(°r 

services,  7:30  pm.  Oct.  9, 10;  11  a.m.,  .  Yellow  Leaf.  Oxford:  Oct.  11;  Sun- 

7  pm.  Oct.  11;  Kenneth  Harrison,  Corinth,  Heidelberg:  Oct.  11-16;  day  School,  10  a.m.,  worship,  11  am. 
Byram,  Jackson,  evangelist,  Danny  Sunday,  7:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  pm.;  and  1:30p.m.;  James  Allgood,  former 
Moss  pastor  Clifford  Lazenby,  Spring  Hill,  Poplar-  pastor,  guest  speaker;  Clear  Cr*ek 

Gatesville.  Crystal  Springs:  Oct.  viUb^n^list;  McKay  Bearcu  Cor-  quartet,  afternoon  music  guest.  Mar 

18-21 ;  Sunday,  dinneron  the  jfrounds^  ^ EXESST" ^  ^  ^  ^ 

no  night  service;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  ’  ^  .  E.1  _  _ 

__  D/kieanei  <^.1,0.-  First,  Florence:  George  E. 

P‘  lUlldnd,  apSSUr.  LeMoyne  Boulevard,  North  Biloxi:  Meadows,  pastor;  Oct.  11;  Sunday 

Pineview.  Hattiesburg:  Oct.  11-16;  Oct  11-14;  Danny  Lafferty,  evangelist;  School,  9:15  a.m.;  L.  C.  Hoff,  former 
Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm.,  Tbny  Shoemaker,  music;  services,  pastor,  preaching,  10:30a.m.;  dinner 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.,  pastor’s  8:30  a.m.  and  11  a.m.  Sunday  and  7  on  the  grounds,  11:30  a.m.;  music  ser 
class,  9:45;  Mon.-Fri.,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm  each  night;  Bill  Renick,  pastor,  vice,  1  pm. 


Marriage  For  All  Seasons 

A  Celebration 

Gulffshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Pass  Christian,  MS 

October  23-25,  1987 

Cost  $13500  par  couple  (limited  to  120  couph 

Featuring 


Dr.  Thomas  Meigs,  Mid-Western  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri;  and  other  nationally  known 
leaders 


Fall  Festival 


Why  drive  to  North  Carolina,  New  Mexico 
or  Missouri  for  a  program  with  one  ip  your 
own  back  yard?” 

For  reservations  send  $ 60.00  to  Frank 
Simmons,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
39571 

For  program  information  call  J.  Clark  Hensley  in  Mississippi,  601-968-3800 
or  Ray  Wells  in  Louisiana,  318-448-3402  The  program  is  co-sponsored  by  Family 
Enrichment  Section,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


2  for  the  price  of  one!!! 

SCHOOL  BUSES 

for  church  groups,  scout  troops,  clubs 

V  ONLY  $3,000 

plus  one  absolutely  FREE 

(limited  to  existing  inventory) 

Choose  from  over  (150)  1976  model  Fords/ 
Chevrolets,  GMC  and  International  — 

Up  to  72  passenger  models  —  all  federally  inspected. 

Call  TOLL-FREE  1-800-221-5272 

Country  Side  Motors 

93  N.  Second  St.  Roscoe,  IL  61073 


Campers  on  Mission 
celebrate  10th  year 

By  Anne  McWilliams 

Mississippi’s  Campers  on  Mission  met  for  their  fall  rally  September  25-27 
at  Askew’s  Landing  near  Edwards.  During  this  tenth  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion,  charter  members  reminisced  about  the  first  rally,  and  about  some  of 
their  camping  experiences  since.  A  drama  group,  “Sunday  Company,”  enter¬ 
tained  them  on  Friday  evening.  John  McBride  and  Scott  Reed  led  seminars 
on  Saturday  morning  services.  Ralph  Hinson,  the  newly  elected  president, 
led  the  Sunday  morning  service. 

The  group  voted  to  begin  holding  five  meetings  a  year  —  spring  and  fall 
meetings  in  the  north  of  the  state,  spring  and  fall  meetings  in  the  south  of 
the  state,  and  one  central  rally. 

Campers  on  Mission  is  a  fellowship  of  Christian  campers  who  wish  to  share 
their  Christian  faith  “with  a  smile,  a  helping  hand,  a  listening  ear,  a  whispered 
prayer,  a  cup  of  coffee,  a  conversation.” 

Their  logo  is  a  fish  within  a  star  within  a  circle  Hie  circle,  which  has  neither 
beginning  nor  end,  is  symbolic  of  the  eternal  existence  of  God.  The  four-point 
star  is  symbolic  of  God’s  creation  and  so  denotes  space  by  pointing  north, 
east,  south,  and  west.  The  fish  is  one  of  the  earliest  Christian  symbols  and 
denotes  acceptance  of  Jesus  as  Christ,  Son  of  God,  and  Savior. 

Membership  is  open  to  Christian  campers  of  all  denominations  and  requires 
no  membership  fees  or  dues. 


Campers  who  gathered  for  lunch,  Sept.  26,  at  the  table  at  Askew's  Landing  near 
Edwards  include  Howard  and  Mary  Connor,  left,  of  McComb,  and  Richard  and  Pat  Alford 
of  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton.  Alford,  a  consultant  with  the  Cooperative  Mis¬ 
sions  Department,  MBCB,  serves  as  an  advisor  for  the  COM  organization. 


i 


Earl  Rochester,  right,  presents  a  plaque  of  appteqitik&.lS  Jokr&AfcBfQfet  frofn 
Mississippi  Campers  on  Mission.  Rochester,  outgoing  president  of  the  group,  is,a 
member  of  Raymond  Church.  McBride  has  resigned  as  director  of  the  Department 


Scott  Reed,  left,  leads  a  seminar  at  resort  ministries  during  the  COM  rally  at 


of  Cooperative  Missions,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  to  become  director  Landing.  Richard  McDaniel,  right,  helps  out  by  being  a  model  for  Scott’s  clown  mime 


of  missions  for  Shelby  County  Association  in  Tennessee.  Rochester  announced  that  lessons.  Both  are  from  North  McComb  Baptist  Church,  McComb.  Scott  is  a  former 


McBride,  was  the  originator  (when  he  worked  at  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta)  summer  missionary  who  worked  in  resort  ministries, 
of  the  idea  which  launched  Campers  on  Mission.  The  Mississippi  organization  is  ten 


William  Carey  on  Coast 
will  host  Elderhostel 


William  Carey  College  on  the  Coast 
will  once  again  host  Elderhostel  ac¬ 
tivities  this  fall  in  Gulfport. 

Elderhostel  is  an  educational  pro¬ 
gram  designed  for  those  60  and  older 
who  want. to  continue  developing  new 
skills  and  interests.  One-week  courses 
are  offered  at  many  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  across  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  overseas.  “Hostelships” 
are  available  to  provide  financial 
assistance  for  those  who  would  not 
otherwise  be  able  to  attend. 

The  one-week  session  at  Carey  on 
the  Coast  will  consist  of  two  classes : 
“History  and  Lifestyles  of  the  Coastal 


men,  professor;  and  “Artists  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast”  —  Charles 
Ambrose,  professor.  No  prior  eollege 
work  or  knowledge  of  the  above  sub¬ 
jects  is  necessary. 

This  year’s  session  will  run  Oct. 
11-17.  Hostelers  at  Carey  on  the  Coast 
will  room  in  modern  apartments 
(completed  in  1986),  and  have  access 
to  a  fishing  pier,  renovated 
classrooms,  and  other  facilities  of  the 
college  There  is  also  an  option  for 
participants  to  commute  if  they  live 
in  the  immediate  area. 

For  more  information,  call  Cecile 
Stanback,  Elderhostel  coordinator  at 
Carey  on  the  Coast  in  Gulfport  —  (601) 


a  witness  as  Campers  on  Mission. 


if) 


1  Antebellum  Era"  —  Shirley  Heitz  865-1500. 

Clarke  guests  gather  to  honor  new  staff  members 


On  Sept  22,  faculty,  staff,  and 
guests  gathered  to  honor  new  staff 
members  joining  Clarke  College  in 
1987-88. 

New  staff  members  honored  were: 
Leslie  Hughes,  librarian;  Kevin 
>-  White,  director  of  alumni  and  develop¬ 


ment;  and  Steve  Renfrew,  baseball 
coach. 

Administrative  Staff  attending  the 
reception  from  Mississippi  College 
were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Nobles, 
president;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Mar¬ 
tin,  academic  dean;  and  Tbm  Prather, 


assistant  to  president.  Trustees 
attending  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Olander,  Meridian,  and  J.  W.  Fagan, 
Laurel. 

At  the  reception  paintings  by  local 
artists  were  exhibited.  Those  con¬ 


tributing  art  work  were:  Chris 
Adams,  Florene  Addkison,  Dottie 
Armstrong,  Bruce  Guaraedy,  Meri¬ 
dian,  Sally  Hart,  Chloie  May,  Linda 
Lofton,  Ruth  McMullan,  Dewitt 
Pickering,  Sandy  Read,  Diane  Rives, 
Kelton  Valentine,  and  Betty  Thames. 


Ball  game 
will  benefit 
world  hunger 

A  marathon  softball  game  will  be 
the  focus  of  fundraising  efforts  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  10,  as  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Committees  of  Clay,  Lowndes, 
and  Oktibbeha  counties  sponsor 
“Family  Day  at  the  Lake.” 

This  benefit  for  world  hunger  will 
begin  at  1  p.m.  and  conclude  at  7  p.m. 
It  will  be  held  at  Lake  Lowndes  State 
Park  in  Columbus  and  will  also 
feature  volleyball,  tennis,  and  gospel 
music. 

Pledges  toward  world  hunger  may 
be  made  through  local  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches.  While  donations  will  be 
accepted  at  the  park,  it  is  preferred 
that  giving  be  done  through  individual 
churches.  All  proceeds  will  go  to  the 
Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
None  will  be  used  for  any  purpose  but 
hunger  and  hunger-related  needs. 

Families  are  invited  to  bring  a  pic¬ 
nic  supper  and  recreational  equip¬ 
ment  and  spend  the  day  in  fellowship. 
The  event  will  be  held  indoors  at  the 
Lake  Lowndes  gym  complex  should  it 
rain. 

Church  medical  rates 
to  increase  in  1988 

DALLAS  (  BP)_t-  Higher  doctors’ 
fees,  hospital  charges^nd  an  increase 
-in  patienL.  se* vices  wUkHfftjise 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board 
church  medical  rates  to  increase  20 
percent  next  year,  said  John  Dudley, 
the  board’s  senior  vice  president  for 
insurance  services. 

Effective  Jan.  1,  1988,  monthly 
medical  premiums  for  21,000  church 
employees  will  increase  an  average  20 
percent,  said  Dudley.  Cost  increases 
will  range  from  $2.50  for  the  individual 
Medicare  supplement  to  $55  per 
month  for  some  family  plans,  depen¬ 
ding  on  the  coverage  participants 
have  and  the  geographical  regions  in 
which  they  live 

Dudley  said  claims  for  medical  ex¬ 
penses  were  up  nearly  40  percent  over 
last  year. 


You’ve  been  exposed 
to  roughly  5,000  advertising  messages 
in  the  last  24  hours. 


Can  you  remember  three?  Two?  One?  Most  people  can’t,  and  if  you  find  this 
alarming,  you’re  not  alone.  NOW, 

TRY 


forget 


YouthPlus  Conference 
October  19  &  20,  1987 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson,  MS 


Purpose:  YbuthPlus.  What  is  it? 

Audience:  Monday,  Oct.  19  —  Volunteer  youth  Sunday 
School  workers,  7-9:30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  20  —  Professional  youth 
ministers,  10-3  p.m. 

Where:  '  Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Sponsored  by  Sunday  School  Dept. 

Keith  Wilkinson,  director  Chester  Vaughn,  program  director 

A  Service  of  the  Cooperative  Program 


Baptists  in 
Sweden  start 
Bible  School 


NL  f\  MALMO,  SWEDEN  -  A  group  of 

w  five  Baptist  Churches  in  southern 
Sweden  has  started  a  new  Bible  school 
to  train  their  church  members  for 

Id  a  GA  recoonition  service  Pictured  left  evan$.elism  and  Bible  study-  ^  for- 
w a OArecogntton service.  Pictured,  left  maUon  Qf  Bib,e  school  nQt  toQ 

Ucy  N.x,  Ashley  Myrtck.  and  Charlotte  unusua,  Sweden  where  the  interest 

®a  ®r  .  _  .  ..  ...  ....  in  systematic  Bible  study  has  increas- 

Guy  Hov.s  Christian  artist,  will  be  ^  Qver  the  However  there 

featured  in  aU  worship  services  at  Col-  are  nQt  many  schools  with  a 

omal  Heights  Church,  Jackson  Oct  background  like  the  “Bibelskola  Syd." 
11.  Morning  worship  is  at  9:30  and  The  scboo]  com5ines  these  two 

10:45  a  m.  Hovis  will  present  a  concert  elements  evangelization  and  Bible 
dunng  the  evening  service,  which  will  stu(Jy  in  itg  one.year  course  The 

begin  at  6.30  p.m.  students  will  spend  25  hours  per  week 

Gatesville  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  in  the  classroom  and  will  also  take 
will  present  “Sons  of  Faith”  singing  part  in  practical  evangelistic  work  in 
group,  Oct.  1?  at  7:30  p.m.  the  different  churches  of  the  region. 

The  practical  work  will  also  include 
On  Sept.  15.  Clarke  students  were  ministry  among  immigrants,  running 
honored  with  a  picnic  supper  by  a  Christian  coffee  house,  evangeliza- 
members  of  local  Baptist  churches,  tion  in  schools  and  also  ordinary  youth 
Sandwiches,  chips,  and  trimmings,  work  in  the  congregations, 
were  prepared  by  members  of  First  An  additional  feature  of  the  pro- 
and  Calvary  Churches,  Newton,  and  gram  is  the  Saturday  Bible  classes  for 
members  of  Clarke  faculty  and  staff,  church  members  unable  to  attend  the 
This  is  an  annual  event  held  to  longer  program.  These  classes  will 
welcome  new  Clarke  students.  meet  for  3-4  hours  at  a  time  on  16 

The  WMU  of  Flora  Church  and  S81*1”1*)* 

Pocahontas  Church  held  a  joint  - . . . . 

meeting  at  Flora  Church  to  visit  with 

Peggy  Wallace,  a  missionary  from  _ 

Peru,  Oct.  5.  I  ,-1' - 


SATELLITE  NETWORK,  INC 


Effective:  October  11,  1987 


TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


Oulit< 


The  library  of  Thomas  M.  Hall  was 
donated  to  First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  by 
his  son,  Thomas  M.  Hall  Jr.  (right)  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  (Nanette)  Mur- 
phree  Jr.  (center  from  Waveland,  Hall's 
library  consisted  of  789  books  worth  of 
total  of  $4,734.  The  library  has  a  special 
section  for  Hall's  library  collection  The 
pastor,  Nathan  Barber,  is  at  left. 


SI  ||  SfrHS  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Centen- 
**  jflk  nial  Celebration  was  held  at  Highland 

Church,  Crystal  Springs  on  Sept.  24. 
Mrs.  Robert  Dent,  Holly  Springs, 
discussed  the  new  book  “A  Century  to 
Celebrate”  Nine  churches  were 
represented  with  74  i^gistering 
The  sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall 
were  decorated  in  WMU  colors  — 
lavender  and  purple  -  and  many  old 
WMU  hooks  and  pictures  were 

Following  the  general  meeting,  all 
Bob  Breland,  pictured,  left,  receives  attending  were  served  refreshments, 
the  Certificate  of  Ordination  from  Dennis  Vann  Windom  is  pastor,  Mrs.  Vann 
Duvall,  pastor,  during  deacon  ordination  Windom  was  centennial  chairman, 
service  held  at  Grace  Church,  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Boatner  is  WMU 
Philadelphia.  director. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Brandon/Peait  Rankin  bounty  Cable  Ch  35 

Bay  Springs  Video  Inc  Ch  15 

Bruce  Wa ico/Bruce  Cable  Ch  7  For  information  contact 

WD7  Low  Power  TV  TV  7 
Cleveland  Warner  Amex  Cable  Ch  10 

Greenville  McCaw  Cable  ^  Ch  15 

Hollandale  Broadband  Cable  '  Ch  17 

Jackson  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  11 

Hattiesburg  U.A.  Cable  Ch  6 

Laurel  Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  18 


Farrell  Blankenship 
Miss.  Baptist  Conv  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson.  MS  39205 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


God  creates  Adam  and  Eve  in  Eden,  in  his  own  image 


By  Rex  Yancey 
Genesis  2:7-9,  16-25 

Chapter  one  gives  a  telescopic  version  of 
creation  while  chapter  two  gives  a  microscopic 
version  of  creation.  The  first  goes  from  the 

t  specific  to  the  general.  The 
second  goes  from  the 
„  general  to  the  specific. 
Chapter  one  is  a  linear 
delineation  from  light  to 
man.  Chapter  two  is  a  cir¬ 
cular  delineation  from  man 
to  woman.  Each  chapter 
adds  to  the  other.  We  are 
I  blessed  to  have  two  accounts 
Yancey  of  the  creation  story. 

Man  literally  means  mankind.  Man  comes 
out  of  the  ground.  God  breathed  into  his  nostrils 
the  breath  of  lives.  The  plural  form  is  used  to 
signify  fullness  and  plentitude.  This  breath  is 
very  personal  and  intimate.  God  took  flesh 
(Basar)  and  put  his  spirit  (Ruach)  in  it.  The 
results  of  this  combination  became  a  living  be¬ 
ing  (Nephesh).  God  took  flesh  and  applied  his 
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spirit  and  a  breathing  person  began  to  walk 
around. 

Eden  may  refer  to  a  large  territory  or  to  a 
garden  located  in  Eden.  No  one  knows  where 
it  was  located.  The  area  around  Babylon  may 
be  the  cradle  of  civilization.  Eden  is  a  place  of 
delight,  pleasantness,  and  paradise.  Eden  was 
a  choice  location  for  the  man  God  created. 

God  provided  for  the  trees  to  grow  in  the 
garden.  These  trees  were  a  pleasure  to  the  eyes, 
and  they  would  provide  food  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  man.  God  had  prepared  first-class  ac¬ 
commodations  for  the  crown  of  his  creation. 

The  tree  of  lives  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden, 
and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 
Genesis  3:22  indicates  that  these  trees  were  not 
the  same  tree.  Out  of  man’s  use  of  the  trees 
arises  the  necessity  of  a  moral  choice  Will  the 
man  choose  to  be  a  good  steward  of  the  garden 
God  has  provided?  Or,  will  man  choose  to  use 
this  garden  for  his  own  selfish  purposes?  It 


seems  to  me  that  this  is  still  the  choice  our 
generation  faces  today. 

In  verse  17,  God  gives  direction  to  the  man. 
His  direction  was  given  to  man  for  his  own  good. 
God,  was  not  restricting  the  man  from 
something  that  would  be  beneficial  to  him.  God 
had  given  the  man  direction  to  partake  of  the 
food  of  all  the  trees  in  the  garden  freely,  with 
the  exception  of  this  tree. 

God  associated  moral  experience  with  these 
trees.  Man  would  have  to  involve  his  conscience 
in  the  freedom  and  restriction  that  had  been 
given  to  him.  Man  had  the  opportunity  for  obe¬ 
dience  or  disobedience.  Man,  created  in  the  im¬ 
age  of  God,  is  capable  and  free  to  make  choices. 
The  image  of  God  in  his  life  points  to  dominion. 
But  when  man  loses  sight  of  the  image  of  God 
within  him,  he  exploits,  loses  sight  of,  and 
destroys  that  over  which  he  is  given  dominion. 

When  God  gave  the  restriction  to  man,  he  in¬ 
troduced  a  new  word  into  Adam's  vocabulary. 
This  word  is  found  on  the  obituary  page  of  every 
newspaper  every  day.  God  warned  the  man  that 
the  moment  he  disobeyed  his  creator,  he  would 


die.  The  Hebrew  word  for  death  carries  the 
force  of  certainty.  This  death  is  not  only  a 
possibility  but  a  certainty. 

Man  is  a  social  being.  God  had  given  his  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  other  things  he  had  done  However, 
it  was  not  good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.  Adam 
had  an  opportunity  to  name  all  the  animals  and 
perhaps  search  for  someone  with  whom  he 
could  commune  and  have  intimate  fellowship. 
With  every  animal  he  had  to  acknowledge  that 
this  was  not  what  he  was  looking  for.  However, 
God  made  man  a  corresponding  opposite,  some¬ 
one  with  whom  he  could  commune  and  share 
intimate  fellowship.  Woman  was  man’s  equal 
but  his  opposite.  She  complemented  him ;  they 
complemented  each  other. 

“This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones  and  flesh  of 
my  flesh.”  Adam  gets  a  little  poetic  when  he 
sees  the  woman.  He  said,  “Hot  dog,  this  is  it  this 
time!”  Sampey  said,  “Woman  was  not  taken 
from  man’s  head  to  rule  over  him  or  from  his 
feet  to  be  trodden  down  by  him,  but  from  under 
his  arm  to  be  loved  and  protected  by  him.” 

Rex  Yancey  is  pastor.  First,  Quitman. 


Don’t  despair  —  trust  God;  he  keeps  his  promises 


UNIFORM 


being  bom.  He  blamed  God  for  that  condition 
(Gen.  15:3,  “you  have  given  me  no  children”). 
He  had  every  material  possession  a  man  could 
want  but  he  despaired  over  childlessness.  So 
did  his  wife  (Gen.  16:2). 

Sarai  concocts  a  plan  that  from  her  perspec¬ 
tive  is  the  only  solution  (Gen.  16:1-4).  She  lets 
her  husband  father  a  child  by  her  handmaid 
and  thinks  this  is  the  only  way  for  them  to  have 
a  family.  A  child  is  bom,  yes,  but  look  at  the 
horrendous  consequences  to  that  “family.” 
There  is  now  bitterness  and  brokenness  When 
we  despair,  we  are  prone  to  take  things  into  our 
own  hands  and  try  to  make  things  happen, 
figuring  that  we  have  to  do  something  to  help 
God  accomplish  what  he  has  promised.  To  do 
what  is  wrong  is  never  right,  and  it  is  foolish 
to  think  that  is  going  to  produce  the  results  God 
wants  or  results  that  will  bring  fulfillment  to 
us.  Adultery  and  polygamy  are  not  part  of 
God’s  plan  and  will  not  result  in  producing 
God’s  promises. 

Abram  and  Sarai  had  another  problem  that 
is  apparent  here  —  impatience.  God  had  pro¬ 
mised  so  why  had  it  not  happened.  After  all, 
they  were  getting  on  in  age  and  if  it  were  go¬ 


ing  to  happen,  it  had  to  happen  soon.  God  had 
waited  too  long,  or  maybe  he  had  forgotten. 
They  took  matters  into  their  own  hands.  The 
consequences  were  worse  than  the  original  pro¬ 
blem.  Now  the  home  is  disrupted  and  filled  with 
bitterness  and  distrust. 

Still  one  more  problem  that  existed  in  the 
lives  of  this  couple  comes  to  the  surface  in  this 
story  —  power  or  maintaining  independent  con¬ 
trol  of  their  lives.  They  were  not  content  to  wait 
on  God  and  took  things  into  their  own  power 
and  made  a  mess  of  it.  Man’s  efforts  to  control 
his  own  destiny  always  result  in  failure  and 
heartache.  God  has  a  better  way.  He  has  pro¬ 
mised.  He  will  be  faithful  if  we  will  trust  him 
and  wait. 

The  struggle  that  Abram  and  Sarai  faced  is 
known  by  all  Christians.  We  are  aware  of  the 
promises  of  God.  We  are  also  aware  of  his  com¬ 
mandments  and  his  principles.  Yet,  we  are  so 
prone  to  push  to  get  what  we  want  that  we 
determine  that  our  way  must  be  the  way  God 
intended  to  use.  We  will  even  do  what  is  wrong 
to  accomplish  what  we  then  define  as  God’s 
will.  We  see  it  over  and  over  today  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  issues  of  divorce,  abortion,  legalized  gambl¬ 
ing,  parenting,  church  discipline,  etc.  We  take 
God’s  promises,  despair  at  what  we  perceive 
to  be  his  delay  in  acting,  thcn^o  out  on  our  own 


and  make  a  mess  of  others’  and  our  lives. 

There  is  a  wonderful  lesson  here  for  all  who 
are  willing  to  hear  it.  God  is  in  control.  God 
loves  us,  and  the  guidelines  he  has  given  to  us 
for  life  are  the  very  best  patterns  for  us  to 
follow.  He  has  not  forgotten  us  and  knows  ex¬ 
actly  where  we  are  and  what  we  need.  He  also 
is  Faithful  To  Keep  His  Promises  To  Us.  He 
had  not  forgotten  Abram  and  Sarai.  He  kept  his 
word  and  gave  them  a  child  as  well  as  new 
names.  He  gave  them  the  very  place  in  the 
parentage  of  nations  that  be  had  said.  If  they 
had  only  waited  on  God  instead  of  taking  things 
into  their  hands,  they  would  have  been  spared 
much  agony  and  heartache. 

The  God  we  serve  is  faithful  and  true.  Any 
promise  he  makes  to  us  he  is  going  to  keep,  and 
the  blessings  will  be  everything  he  has  said.  Let 
us  be  very  careful  the  next  time  we  tend  to 
think  God  has  forgotten  us  —  he  has  not.  Disap¬ 
pointment  is  going  to  come;  —  do  not  turn  it  in¬ 
to  despair.  Delay  is  going  to  occur  —  do  not  let 
it  make  you  impatient  with  God.  Desire  to  take 
things  into  your  own  power  and  control  will 
arise  —  do  not  try  to  take  God’s  place  in  caus¬ 
ing  his  promises  to  come  about.  Doubts  will 
come  to  the  surface  —  remember  you  can  trust 
God  to  keep  his  promises. 

Julian  Fagan  is  pastor.  First,  Pontotoc. 


one  in  Christ”  is  the  Christian  mystery 


By  Julian  W.  Fagan  £11 
Genesis  15:1-4;  16:3-1;  17:15-21 
It  is  normal  for  godly  people  to  want  children. 
Abram  had  been  called  by  God,  and  as  the 
years  passed  he  wanted  to  have  an  heir.  God 
promised  to  be  his  king  and 
that  Abram’s  reward  would 
be  great.  Abram  was  rich 
and  blessed  by  God.  but 
Abram  saw  no  way  for  God 
t0  8ive  him  anything  consis- 
aPflfe^gi^y  tent  with  his  promise  of  be¬ 
ing  a  father  of  many  nations 
without  having  a  child. 
Makes  sense,  does  it  not? 
Fagan  How  was  this  man  going  to 
experience  the  promise  of  God  without  a  child 
to  carry  on  after  him?  Abram  was  75  when  God 
called  him.  A  man  that  age  who  has  met  God 
focuses  on  things  other  than  acquiring  more 
possessions.  He  wanted  a  son. 

Abram  saw  no  way  for  God  to  give  him 
anything  of  consequence  at  his  point  in  life  and 
he  said,  “What  can  you  give  me  since  I  remain 
childless  . . .?”  What  is  evident  in  this  question 
is  the  despair  of  a  good  and  righteous  man. 
Without  children  a  servant  would  become  his 
heir.  In  Abram’s  mind,  the  physical  condition 
of  Sarai  and/or  himself  had  prevented  a  child 

“Becoming 

By  A1  Finch 

Galatians  2:8-9,  11-14,  3:26-28 
“One  in  Christ”  is  the  Christian  mystery.  We 
are  created  anew  by  faith  and  all  things  are 
new.  We  have  a  relationship  with  others  in 
gMBHs  Christ  that  is  described  as 
being  one  This  oneness  pro 
VC  miSed  both  great  fellowship 

fi  iMM  and  the  tension  of  becoming 

?  V  one.  Our  lesson  describes 

a  both. 

mt  The  history  of  early 

i  church  becoming  one  is 

given  in  Galatians  2:8-9, 
W Mm  11-14.  From  the  beginning 

Finch  there  is  a  mutual  task, 

shared  (Galatians  2:8-9).  Two  areas  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  activity  are  popularized  by  the  most  pro¬ 
minent  figures  in  the  work.  Peter  would  lead 
the  ministry  to  the  Jews  (circumcised)  and 
Paul  to  the  Gentiles  (uncircumcised). 
Reputable  leaders  (pillars)  gave  approval  to 
Paul  and  Barnabas  as  they  took  the  gospel  out- 
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side  Jewish  boundaries  to  other  nations.  “The 
right  hands  of  fellowship”  indicated  their  ap¬ 
proval.  Paul’s  individualism  took  a  back  seat 
to  the  need  of  reputable  leaders  giving  credence 
to  his  apostleship  (Compare  Galatians  1:12, 
17-19).  Spreading  the  gospel  was  a  monumen¬ 
tal  assignment  requiring  that  every  available 
witness  be  involved  in  the  work. 

An  error  of  practice  is  corrected  in  Galatians 
2:11-13.  There  could  be  no  “oneness  of  fellowship 
in  error,”  so  error  was  publicly  confronted. 
There  was  but  one  condition  of  salvation  (faith 
in  Jesus  Christ)  land  of  fellowship.  Any  other 
basis  would  be  contrary  to  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
Reading  an  account  written  years  before  leaves 
us  with  many  questions.  Yet  we  are  not  to 
assume  that  there  is  an  atmosphere  that  makes 
Paul  and  Peter  opponents,  or  one  has  higher 
status  than  the  other.  This  is  an  attempt  to 
apply  Christian  doctrine  to  ordinary  living. 

In  Galatians  2:14  a  standard  is  followed.  Paul 


insisted  that  they  walk  “uprightly  according  to 
the  truth  of  the  gospel.”  Actually  the  passage 
is  basing  fellowship  on  the  same  condition  as 
salvation.  If  Peter  found  salvation  in  Christ, 
then  fellowship  with  the  Gentiles  was  to  be  in 
Christ. 

The  ethical  and  theological  position  of 
oneness  in  Christ  is  given  in  Galatians  3:26-28. 
Fellowship  is  assured  by  the  DIGNITY  of  rela¬ 
tionship  (Galatians  3:26).  We  are  “all  the 
children  of  God.”  There  are  universal  relation¬ 
ships  only  “by  faith  in-  Christ  Jesus.”  Having 
established  that  salvation  is  in  Jesus  Christ  plus 
nothing,  our  lives  are  joined  as  family.  In 
wholesome  family  life  each  child  retains  in¬ 
dividuality  and  equal  status.  For  the  believer 
the  criterion  for  relationship  and  status  is  “faith 
in  Christ  Jesus.” 

There  is  a  popular  saying:  “Men  are  equal 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross.”  This  is  true  in  fellowship 
and  relationship  as  well  as  in  salvation.  Recon¬ 
ciliation  with  God  is  completed  in  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  our  fellowman.  The  new  creation  of 
Christ  creates  a  new  kind  of  fellowship. 


Believers  have  a  DUTY  to  put  on  Christ  as 
one  would  put  on  a  garment  (Galatians 
3:27-28A).  Baptismal  regeneration  would  be 
completely  out  of  character  with  the  context  of 
the  passage  Paul  is  stating  that  the  experience 
of  baptism  for  the  sincere  reveals  their  uni¬ 
queness  in  Christ.  This  immersion  of  the  life  in 
Christ  sets  up  a  new  pattern  of  relationship  Old 
patterns  were  based  on  social,  religious,  and 
sexual  differences.  The  Jewish  male  prayed 
daily  the  prayer  of  gratitude  that  he  was  not 
Gentile,  slave,  or  woman.  Now  in  Christ  there 
are  no  longer  barriers  to  fellowship 

A  person  is  on  precarious  ground  when  he 
limits  the  function  or  fellowship  of  a  child  of 
God  on  racial,  cultural,  or  sexual  differences. 
We  have  adopted  the  ethic  of  Christ.  The  church 
needs  to  examine  her  limitations  of  fellowship 
or  service  based  on  these  human  prejudices. 

Finally  our  DESTINY  as  “children  of  God” 
putting  “on  Chrisf’  is  to  be  “all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus”  (Galatians  3:28b). 

A1  Finch  is  pastor.  First,  Greenwood. 
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- Devotional - 

May  I  invite  you 
into  my  family? 


Home  Mission  Board  employees  to 
affirm  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 


. 

By  Billie  Buckley 

Our  visit  has  to  be  brief  —  300  words  or  less.  Have  you  ever  known  a  woman 
who  could  say  anything  in  300  words  or  less? 

I’ve  just  read  II  Kings  6:1-7  from  Spurgeon'S  Devotional  Bible,  and  these 
thoughts  developed 

Fact  #i.  (Bad  News)  Family  frustrations  are  flaming 
Ji  today. 

Fact  92.  (Bad  News)  Impossible  demands  are  made  on 
^  each  family  member. 

‘  Fact  #3.  (Good  News)  That  which  is  impossible  to  us  is 

possible  to  God. 

_  Have  you  lost  hope  when  it  has  come  to  some  family  rela- 
tionships?  God’s  word  says  where  there  is  no  vision  the  peo- 

a  pie  perish  Could  we  paraphrase  that  to  say  where  there 

Buckley  is  no  vision  the  family  will  perish?  Let’s  see  some 
reasonable  steps  in  regaining  our  vision.  When  I  was  a  child,  we  played'the 
game  “May  I?” 

The  leader  would  call  out,  “Billie,  take  one  giant  step.” 

I  had  to  reply,  “May  I?” 

If  I  failed  to  say  the  magic  words,  it  was  back  to  the  starting  line.  May-  I 
suggest  that  you  take  three  steps  to  defuse  your  home  If  the  answer  to  the 
following  questions  are  negative,  then  choose  one  and  begin  with  one  small 
step. 

Step  #1.  Does  your  presence  and  conversation  in  your  family  uplift  and  cheer 
others?  Are  they  glad  to  see  you,  or  do  they  run  from  your  negative  influence 
and  loud  voice? 

Step  #2.  Do  you  love  your  family  enough  to  join  in  their  labors?  Are  you 


By  Joe  Westbury 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Professional-  “to  review  the  theological  positions  of  agency  to  make  official  response  to 
level  employees  of  the  Southern  Bap-  our  present  professional  staff  and  ap-  the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
tist  Home  Mission  Board  have  been  pointed  missionaries  to  assure  their  was  adopted  during  the  1987  conven- 
asked  by  President  Larry  Lewis  to  af-  theological  stance  is  in  harmony  with  tion  session  in  St.  Louis, 
firm  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  and  not  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  The  request  by  Lewis  reflects  his 
statement.  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  state-  view  of  the  Peace  Committee  report 

Lewis  made  the  request  Sept.  22  in  ment.”  as  being  “a  clear  mandate”  to  “each 

a  one-page  memo  to  the  board’s  138  Following  the  July  board  meeting,  and  every  agency  and  institution  of 
elected  staff  members.  The  memo,  Lewis  told  Baptist  Press  if  any  staf-  our  convention  to  cooperate  fully” 
which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  fer  has  a  “little  problem”  with  the  with  the  recommendation, 
the  doctrinal  statement,  calls  on  statement,  it  does  not  mean  the  in-  Joe  Westbury  writes  for  the  HMB. 
employees  to  read  the  item  carefully  dividual  will  be  terminated.  “If,  on  the 
“and  if  there  are  areas  you  cannot  in  other  hand,  somebody  has  serious 

good  conscience  affirm,  make  an  ap-  problems  about,  say,  the  divinity  of  Retirement  dclcLVGcl 
pointment  with  my  secretary  so  we  Christ,  especially  if  that  person  is  in  • 

can  discuss  the  matters  of  concern.”  a  position  with  a  great  deal  of  ex-  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Two  Southern 
“If  I  do  not  hear  from  you,”  Lewis  posure,  then  we  would  be  very  con-  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  vice 
concluded,  “I  will  assume  you  are  in  cerned,”  he  explained.  presidents  have  been  asked  by  HMB 

full  agreement  with  the  Baptist  Faith  Lewis  has  gone  on  record  as  saying  President  Larry  Lewis  to  delay  their 
and  Message  statement  and  will  current  staff  members  will  not  be  re-  retirement  plans, 
report  so  to  the  Southern  Baptist  quired  to  adhere  to  any  particular  in-  Gerald  Palmer,  missions  vice  presi- 
Peace  Committee.  terpretation  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and  dent,  and  Leonard  Irwin,  planning  constantly  asking  what  they  are  going  to  do  for  you,  or  do  you  ever  ask  what 

The  move  reflects  action  taken  by  Message,  which  was  adopted  by  vice  president,  were  to  retire  at  the  you  could  do  for  them? 
board  members  during  their  July  29  Southern  Baptists  in  1963.  end  of  1987.  At  Lewis’  request  they  step  #3.  What  is  your  impossible  situation,  your  iron  weight?  Do  you  know 

meeting  as  they  forged  new  doctrinal  “We  are  just  asking  them  to  leaf-  both  plan  to  continue  until  the  end  of  that  God  can  still  make  iron  things  swim?  Become  as  a  child  in  your  faith 
guidelines  for  employing  elected  staff  firm  their  commitment  to  the  state-  1988.  (not  your  actions)  and  develop  confidence  in  him. 

members  and  missionaries.  ment,  he  said,  which  elected  staff  Both  Palmer  and  Irwin  will  be  part  Always  remember  that  an  awareness  of  God’s  presence  and  power  will  pro- 

In  his  memo,  Lewis  referred  to  that  members  have  been  asked  to  affirm  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  task  force,  duce  joy  in  us  that  will  spill  over  to  each  member  of  your  family, 

board  action  by  saying  the  directors  for  the  past  11  years.  scheduled  to  begin  working  in  Oc-  Ybu  ask,  “May  I  really  expect  this  to  happen?” 

also  had  instructed  the  administration  The  board  became  the  first  SBC  tober.  Mv  answer  is  “Yes  von  mav  with  God’s  heln'” 


Life  EverLaughter;  Jerry  Clower;  Who —  But  Mamma?.  Everyday  poems  to  her  two  grandsons,  Thorn-  ’  ’ 

Rutledge  Hill  Press;  Nashville,  Tenn;  Poems  for  Everyday  People  by  Mary  ton  and  Mark;  a  clever  poem  about  WlR  CClcbrfltC  ISOtH  JlIlIlivCrSflFV 
176  pages.  Lillian  Peters  Whitten  (Printed  by  piano  practicing;  prayers  called  “On  •' 

In  his  foreword,  Jerry  Clower  The  Commercial  Dispatch,  paper-  a  Monday  Morning,”  "Grace  Before  a 

refers  to  his  latest  book  as  “some  back,  119  pp.)  Meal,”  and  “Prayer  at  a  WMU  Tbxish  Church,  Pontotoc  County,  The  program  begins  at  10  a.m.  with 

musings  and  happenings He  says  he  This  interesting,  varied,  and  in-  Meeting.”  will  celebrate  its  150th  anniversary  of  a  note  burning  ceremony  and  the 

starts  off  “with  a  little  bit  about  me,  spirational  book  by  Mary  Lillian  Whit-  In  the  final  section,  “Coda,”  is  “Un-  its  founding  on  October  11.  Earl  Kel-  dedication  of  a  memorial  plaque 

my  family,  my  work,  and  some  pic-  ten,  organist  for  many  years  at  First  finished  Symphony,”  her  memories  of  ly,  Executive  Director,  Mississippi  honoring  a  descendant  of  the  church’s 

tures  from  the  family  album.”  Then  he  Church,  Macon,  is  a  collection  of  musical  selections  she  has  played  at  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  a  founder.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  noon, 

says  the  book  “rambles  over  things  poetry  she  has  written  over  a  period  on  the  church  organ,  in  answer  to  re-  native  of  Pontotoc  County,  will  bring  The  closing  event  will  be  the  cutting 

a  person  contemplates  when  he  has  of  60  years.  It  is  about  everyday  hap-  quests  of  various  persons.  It  is  a  poem  the  morning  message.  of  the  birthday  cake. 

his  hands  working  and  his  mind  penings  and  observations.  As  Mrs.  of  praise  to  the  Lord  for  her  gift  of  In  1833,  a  physician,  James  A.  Ware,  _ _____ 

wandering.”  He  throws  in  some  Whitten  says,  “My  efforts,  in  the  main,  music  and  “for  all  who  listen  and  were  requested  from  Siloam  Baptist  — — — — — — ^ — 

stories,  some  of  them  old  and  some  of  have  been  ‘to  glorify  the  com-  lifted  up.”  Church  in  South  Carolinara. letter  of 

them  are  new  ones.  There  are  some  monplace.’”  One  especially  nice  .  Sadness  creeps  through  her  final  recommendation  to  take  with  him  on 

letters  that  have  been  received  in  the  poem  about  the  commonplace  is  “My  poem,  “Weary.”  “Like  a  crippled  bird-  a  journey  to  “explore  western  coun-  oo  n 

office  of  his  manager,  Tandy  Rice.  Bottles,”  a  description  of  the  light  wing,  like  a  fallen  star,  like  a  shattered  tries.”  Three  years  later  in  Dec.  1836,  ^  ° 

And  there  are  some  recipes  that  were  shining  on  her  bottle  collection.  flower,  like  a  broken  jar  ...  .  Gone  is  the  Siloam  church  records  show  that  __  _  £ 

contributed  by  his  mother  and  by  Sectional  topics  include  friends,  all  the  laughter,  gone  is  all  the  cheer.  Ware  withdrew  his  membership  to  “go  ^  it 

Homerline,  his  wife.  adoration  and  inspiration,  nature,  gone  is  all  the  dreaming,  gone  —  but  west  to  begin  a  ministry.”  It  was  ^  C 

This  is  an  easy  book  to  read.  It  is  special  days,  family,  patriotism,  pot-  rest  is  near!”  almost  a  year  later  that  a  small  group  £■ 

a  mixture  of  Jerry  Clower  stories  pourri,  and  prayers  and  graces.  The  M  Lillian  Whitten  is  a  music  of  P®°Ple  gathered  in  an  abandoned  r 

about  himself  and  the  Ledbetter  fami-  first  section  contains  a  poem,  educator  a  church  musician  a  gene  log  building  and  organized  Tbxish  C/! 

ly  and  other  stories  interspersed  with  “Dreams  of  a  Home  and  You,”  She  alogist  and  a  life-long  poetry  lover.  Church  under  the  leadership  of  Ware.  <N*-  ^ 

thoughts  about  life  as  Jerry  has  met  wrote  the  words  and  musk  to  this  At  15  she  ^ught  in  a  one-teacher  Thus  begins  the  story  which  will  be  ^  c 

and  lived  it  along  the  way.  lovely  love  song  in  the  1920s.  school,  before  attending  State  Tteach-  renewed  for  those  who  attend  the  Ses-  ^  k 

The  chapters  are  short,  and  there  The  second  section  contains  a  ^  College  (now  USM)  and  Cincinnati  quicentennial  Celebration  of  the  O  A  jj 

is  a  mixture  of  humor  and  seriousness  hymn,  “O  Sing  Unto  the  Lord,”  in-  Conservatory  of  Music  At  various  church  on  October  11.  T?  ^ 

in  each  one.  Any  Mississippian,  and  spired  by  Psalm  98,  and  written  and  times  she  ^  been  Engiish  teacher  Jack  w  Gunn,  of  the  Mississippi  •  to  u  - 

especially  any  Mississippi  Baptist,  set  to  music  by  the  author  while  she  pubIjc  school  music  teacher,  band  BaPt>st  Historical  Commission  will  r  o  2  uj 

should  profit  from  having  this  book  was  in  college.  director,  orchestra  director,  choral  aPPear  on  afternoon  program.  A  Tj  oij  r 

about  Mississippi  living  written  by  a  “It’s  Snowing!"  Mrs.  Whitten  wrote  director  piano  teacher  and  church  dramatic  presentation  will  highlight  *  *-  *  X  -J  ^ 

Mississippi  Baptist.  In  the  book  he  has  this  poem  in  March,  1933  She  painted  organjst  some  significant  events  of  church  fg  q  <  ^  3  >  r 

a  great  deal  to  say  about  his  apprecia-  vivid  word  pictures  of  the  snow  that  history.  John  C.  Longest,  Mississippi  ■  i  D  •-  r  a 

tion  for  the  church  and  his  special  killed  the  spring  flowers,  and  of  a  Illustrations  in  black  and  white  are  State  University,  a  descendant  of  one  £  *•* —  01 

fondness  for  his  own  church.  First  hungry  people,  in  Depression  times,  by  Angela  Bradburn;  calligraphy  is  of  the  early  church  families,  will  be 


October  8,  1987 


